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Our Mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
Our Focus: Reaching the next person for Jesus and God’s Kingdom
Our Vision: Deeply Devoted Followers of Jesus, Making God’s Kingdom Real

FAITH STORIES FROM MARCH

2022 Confirmation Class

Pastor Beth Jones holds the gift presented to her by the
Faith Church Preschool students.

Above: Women’s Gathering Below: Membership Class

Upward Basketball ended its season on Monday, 3/14.

The Kid Connection 4th
and 5th grade class
Tabernacle Builders!
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THE VIEW FROM HERE
The groundhog was right. Winter lasted six weeks beyond February 2 (which it always does, by the
way). Though putting our trust in an oversized rodent who chews up our shed on a regular basis
and makes the dog bark, as if he was going to do something about it, is a little absurd. But we’re on
the verge of hope for those tired of winter. Just outside my window, I can hear the songs of the
birds that will soon be building their nest outside my office. While there are remnants of winter,
there are signs of spring.
I thank God we live in a place where the changing seasons speak to me so powerfully. For
Christians in this part of the world, the movement through Lent toward Easter is paralleled by the
movement from the darkness and cold of winter to the light and warmth of Spring.
Lent is a season of preparation in which we are called to put off the ways of winter – cold,
darkness, death – and put on the ways of Christ – warmth, light and new life. It is a season in
which we are called to look inside our hearts, and have God do the same.
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Psalm 139:23-24

Larry L. Leland
Lead Pastor
lleland@faithum.net
570-368-2459

That is our prayer during Lent. Lord, is there anything in me that would prevent me from experiencing the new life Easter can
bring? What needs to die in me in order that Christ may live in me? What rocks do I have to remove, what soil must I till in
order that the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ may grow in me?
When we take the Lenten journey and do the Lenten work, we, too can hear the voice of Spring in our lives.
See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone.
Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come,
the cooing of doves is heard in our land.
Song of Solomon 2:11-12
Looking for signs of Spring in me and you,
PL

Maundy Thursday Worship Service

Good Friday Tenebrae Service

On Thursday, April 14, we will gather in the Faith Community Center (FCC) at 7:00 pm to celebrate Maundy Thursday.
This remembrance of Jesus’ last supper with His disciples,
will invite us in to that holy mystery and meal as we share
God’s Word and the sacrament of communion together.
“There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve
strayed.
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure.”
From “Come as You Are”

On Friday, April 15, we will gather in the Sanctuary at 7:00
pm for a Service of Tenebrae. Tenebrae is simply the term
used for this service in which we hear again the story of
Jesus’ sacrifice, sing songs of our faith, and visually
represent the crucifixion by the growing darkness as candles
are extinguished. A powerful invitation to pause and
remember the gift of Jesus’ love which held Him on the
cross.
“What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever, and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.”
From “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

Easter Morning Celebrations
On Sunday, April 17, we will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus in our Sunday morning worship services, with music, Word and
proclamation that Jesus is Alive!, along with a whole lot of joy. Three services will be offered this year:
• 6:30 am - Outdoor Sunrise Service – bring a lawn chair, a jacket and join us in the Fairview Drive parking lot.
• 8:15 am - Bells, Choir and the Word will lead us in our Traditional Worship experience in the Sanctuary (with overflow
seating available in Faith Café).
• 9:45 am - Praise Team and God’s Word will center our Contemporary Worship experience in the Faith Community Center
(FCC), as well as the Faith Café.
To help accommodate the crowd that will join us on Easter morning, many of whom will be folks that may not yet know Jesus,
we want to offer two possibilities for you to help.
 If you normally attend our 9:45 service, consider for this Sunday attending either our 6:30 Sunrise Service
or the 8:15 Traditional Service. This could alleviate congestion at 9:45, and give you the chance to dig in to
the Easter chocolate before lunch!
 If you will be attending 9:45, please consider parking in the McCall Middle School parking lot and leaving a
parking space open for a potential guest.

Thank You from Pastor Beth
My deepest thanks to my church family at Faith UMC. Your cards and words of support throughout my hospital stay and
recovery bolstered my spirits and reminded me of the larger body of Christ that supports, prays and heals. A special thanks to
Pastor Larry for his visits, prayers, sharing of scripture and gentle teasing as I gained strength. My recovery continues now at
home and I hope to return soon to worship and eventually to participate again in the ministry events there at Faith.
God's peace to you all!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Connection - Orange Spotlight
During April, our preschoolers will celebrate the Good News that Jesus wants to be our friend
forever and He went through A LOT to make that possible. Our elementary school children will
learn about God’s big story. Life can sometimes feel like a giant puzzle. All we can see is the
piece we’re experiencing right now, and we’re not sure where it fits into the greater picture. We
can’t always understand why some things happen to us or those we love. Yet, despite our
confusion, we can have hope. God has kept promises throughout history. We can believe that
Shannon Perrotta
God will continue to be with us through what we face now. Even in the toughest times, we can Interim Dir. of Children’s Ministries
have hope because we know God is always working and can make something good out of
sperrotta@faithum.net
570-368-2459
something bad.

Kid Connection Serving Team Schedule For April and May 2022
Team 1: Betsy &/or Dave Bjorkman, Jenn/Karli Larson, Lori Parke
Team 2: Ryan Tira, Amy Tucker, Kim Rakestraw, Julia/Lydia Edler
Team 3: Danielle or Matt Harris, Carrie Knapp, Cherie Wurster, Jamie Burns & Lilly
Team 4: Susan Ravert, Lisa Good, Tiffany Feigles
Team 5: Rachel/Chris Knipe, Tessa Little, Sandrina Womer
Team 6: Brenda Clouser, Chelsea Howe, EvieLynn Perry, Kristi Michael
Team 7: Crystal Miller, Brigitte Wright, Chelsea Burkholder, Chris Meckbach
Team 8: Andrea Lucas, Julie Vogel, Beth Jones, Pamela/Riley/Cameron Nelson

4/03
4/10
4/17
4/24

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4 - Easter
Team 5

5/01
5/08
5/15
5/22
5/29

Team 6
Team 7
Team 8
Team 1
No Kid Connection

Faith Church Nursery Schedule
4/03-Michelle Eckert/Vicki Shimko 4/10-Linda Lloyd/Kitty Hofer 4/17-Kelly Coppadge/TBD 4/24-Nicole Duarte/Erica Blake

Seeking Nursery Caregivers
As our nursery ministry continues to grow, we are seeking to hire several paid caregivers who will serve our families by
providing quality care for infants and toddlers during the 8:15 and 9:45 worship services each week. These individuals will lead
a team of rotating volunteers, welcome new families, and ensure our facility is clean and safe. Interested applicants should
contact Shannon.

Vacation Bible School 2022
We plan to host Vacation Bible School Sunday, June 19Thursday, June 23 evenings from 6-8:30 pm. This year our
theme is Make Waves! Join us for a fun filled week learning
that what you do today can change the world around you.
We’ll explore what it means to live confidently because we
are loved by God and how that truth shapes us and the
world around us. Interested in serving during VBS? Please
contact Shannon Perrotta with questions.
Our Easter Egg Hunt will take place Saturday, April 9 at 10
AM, so please save this date! We will need servants to
assist with prep, setup, clean up, and during the event. If
you would like to join the serving team for this fun event,
please
contact
Laura
Miller
by
email
at
lemjax1989@gmail.com or text message at 570-777-2086.

The 2022 Summer Conference Camps and
Retreats are now listed online!
Registration for camps is open for the 2022 season. The
Susquehanna Conference Camp and Retreat Ministries
provides opportunities for authentic relationships with
Jesus, experienced in community, and in the beauty of God's
creation. The camp directors have been diligently working to
prepare summer 2022 camp experiences guided by
extensive health and safety policies and practices in
response to the coronavirus pandemic. To register your child
(ren) and to see a list of all the opportunities check out
https://www.susumcamps.org/! To inquire about what
scholarships may be available through Faith UMC, please
contact the Faith church office at 570-368-2459.

Children’s Programming for 5th Sundays
Throughout 2022 we are encouraging multigenerational worship and family faith conversations by changing our provided
Sunday morning offerings anytime there is a 5th Sunday in a month. Although people of all ages are always welcome in
worship, we are offering worship services specifically designed for whole family participation on these 5 th Sundays. Kid
Connection classes for prek4-5th grade WILL NOT meet on these Sundays, but our nursery and toddler classrooms will continue
to meet every Sunday year-round. Remaining 5th Sundays in 2022 - May 29, July 31 and October 30.

FSM - FAITH STUDENT MINISTRY
FSM 6:8 - Grades 6-8 - Sundays from 4:00-6:00 pm
FSM 9:12 - Grades 9-12 - Sundays from 5:30-7:30 pm
What a Month We’ve Had!
Our Winter Jam 22 concert event was a blast to say the least. We
had over forty people together, worshiping God, in an event that
made life long impressions on our youth, as well as our
leaders. We are looking forward to future events like this one
and are trying to arrange another trip for this summer. Please
consider joining us for our next event.
Over the last few weeks we’ve had "Real Talks" with the students
giving insight to how God wants us to behave when dealing with
sex and relationships. Our healthy discussions provided a better
understanding on how we should live as children of God,
respecting one another.
Please continue to keep FSM in your prayers. We are blessed to
have your support behind us. Thank you Faith Church!

April Fun for FSM 6-12
• Movie Night - All students are

invited to meet in the Student
Ministries Room from 5:308:30 pm on Saturday, April 2.
Bring your friends and enjoy
watching I Can Only Imagine.
• Bowling at Kaos Fun Zone Meet at 315 Hepburn St.
Williamsport, at 5:30 pm on
Thursday, April 21 for bowling!
Come for a time of fun and
fellowship. Parents, pick your
child up at 8:30 pm.

Christian Calehuff
FSM Team Leader
fsm@faithum.net
Text - 570-916-1429

CONGREGATIONAL CARE/LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH
Easter Offering
We have selected two local organizations who serve the entire county to those who have
experienced extreme financial difficulty and need a hand up in order to get back on their feet. Faith
Church hopes you will prayerfully consider how you can partner with us financially as we long to
share the amazing grace and generosity of God through His people. Let us see how God can
continue to use Faith Church to transform our area one life and one family at a time.
Shepherd of the Streets
The Shepherd Ministry concentrates on four areas of assistance.
• Meet the cost of their prescription medications. They can help with the full cost of
medications or with copayments. They also fund eye exams and prescription eyeglasses when
clients have no other means of caring for their vision.
• Funding for medical travel. Clients must provide proof of their appointment on the day of, or
the day prior to, their appointment. They then give them funds for fuel based on the mileage
to and from the appointment.
• Supply monthly hygiene kits filled with whatever items we have to give.
• Emergency dental procedures and oral surgeries to individuals who would never afford or
prioritize dental care over other essential needs.

Joseph Shimko
Director of
Congregational Care &
Leadership Development
jshimko@faithum.net
570-932-0371

Family Promise of Lycoming County (FPLC)
Family Promise equips families to break the cycle of homelessness. Faith Church has been partnering with Family Promise for
many years in providing housing and meals and times of fellowship with homeless families. In the coming days, Family Promise
has some ambitious goals they are presenting as they believe God wants to expand their ministry. Throughout the month of
April, you will hear how God wants to use Faith Church to help Family Promise do something they cannot do on their own.

Congregational Care Team Meeting
The next meeting will be Sunday, April 24 held in Room 10 immediately following the 9:45 worship service. This meeting is for
those on the team and for those who are interested in joining. All are welcome!

Order your Easter Plants We are now taking orders for Easter plants. Payment is due with the order. Please make checks payable to Faith UMC with
“flowers” on the memo line or pay online. Deadline is April 10. Thank you!

Order Form for Easter Plants - Please PRINT Clearly
Name
(Print name as you would like it to appear in the bulletin as to whom the flowers are from.)
I would like to purchase Easter flowers:
In Honor of:
In Honor of:
In Memory of:
In Memory of:
Number of mini daffodils:
and/or mums: ____ @ $8.00 each = ____Total
Please make checks payable to Faith UMC with “flowers” on the memo line.

GROW/SERVE
Easter Photo Backdrop

Women’s Gathering

Check out the Easter backdrop that will be set up in
Faith Café on April 3, 10, and 17. Take advantage of
this area for some great pictures.

Women from all life stages are encouraged
to join us in Faith Café on Wednesday, April
20 from 10-11:00 am for an hour of
community and conversation. Come and
let’s enjoy some time together!
If you have children at home - please don’t
let that stop you - have them bring
something to do and we can set them up
Deb Ottenmiller
with their own little space. Contacts are Dir. Of Group Life & Assimilation
Michelle Eckert at 724-309-5742 or Deb dottenmiller@faithum.net
570-368-2459
Rowles at 570-337-1149.

Pizza with the Pastor on April 24
Join us for Pizza with the Pastor on Sunday, April 24
at 11:15 am in Large Group Room 21
Whether you’re new to Faith Church or have been
connecting with us for some time, and desire to
know what we’re about, join Pastor Larry and others
for Pizza with the Pastor. You’ll hear a little about
our story, and the ways God is working in and
through our church. You’ll also have an opportunity
to learn how you can get involved and next steps to
take. Most of all, we'll get to know each other, and
we can't think of a better way to do that than with
pizza! Please register your family's attendance by
calling the church office at 570-368-2459 so we have
plenty of pizza/drink.

Text-570-244-7002

Baptism During Worship on
April 24
Interested in baptism for yourself or your
children? Please contact the church office
at office@faithum.net to set up a time to
meet with Pastor Larry prior to the 24th.

Serving Opportunity
Help is needed the 4th Sunday of each month for
fellowship. Come in at 9:00 am to make coffee and put
out snacks, then stay after to help clean up. Generally
done by 11:30 am. If you are interested, please call or
text Lisa Vrabec at 570-419-8579.

Fellowship Time

Rooted Discussion Groups Forming in April
Plan to experience Rooted and Grow together this Spring! Previews
available at 11:15 am on 3/27, 4/3 or 4/10 in the Student Ministry
Room, BRRW.
What is Rooted? Check it out at
https://www.experiencerooted.com/
Ready to Join a Rooted Discussion Group?
Sign-up:
1. Mark the Next Step on the Connect Card provided in the
weekly bulletin (don’t forget your contact information)
2. Attend one of the preview meetings to sign up in person. You
can also pick up your workbook. We will pre-read each chapter
before we gather together.
3. Register on the Planning Center App at
https://faithumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/
events/1196706
Purchase the Workbook
4. Pre-purchase the Rooted Workbook available beginning April 1.
Cost is $20 and can be gotten from:
• The church office during business hours - 8:00 am-4:30 pm
• The Guest Hub/Information Center on Sunday mornings
• Arrange pick-up with Brenda Schmick at
bjschmick@gmail.com or Deb Ottenmiller
• Once you have the workbook, pre-read through chapter 2
Join or Form a Group
5. Choose a group to join:
• Mondays at 6:30 pm in Faith Café. Mixed Group with
Brenda Schmick. Phone - 570-971-3689.
• Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the Student Ministries Room,
BRRW. Mixed Group with Larry Eckert. Phone-412-9965070.
6. Form your own Discussion Group - as simple as inviting some
friends or family over. An outline is available to guide your
reading, then simply discuss the content each week.

Friends, Fellowship Time following the 9:45 worship
service is such a great way to sit down over a cup of
coffee and get to know someone! We encourage you
and your family to meet someone new-to-you each
month and invite them to take 15 minutes to sit with
you in the café, for a coffee and snack. You will be glad
you did and so will they. A great step from me to we!

Newly Forming Men’s Group
This 8-week study will begin on Wednesday, April 20 at
6:00 am in the Student Ministries Room, BRRW. Do
you want more of the Bible, in a relevant way? Do you
want a deeper and richer growth that has long lasting
impact? Does something need to change? Contact Lou
Palazzo at 570-419-9678.

MAY FLOWERS
I often hear how nice the church looks with flowers
around it. We are looking for some folks to help
make this happen! The Flower Care Team plants and
takes care of the flower beds during the summer,
taking turns to water, weed, and deadhead the
flowers when needed. If you can help with this
ministry, please contact Dave Miller, Facilities
Manager, at dmiller@faithum.net or 570-368-2459.

CURRENT
SERIES
LENTENSERMON
SERMON
SERIES CONTINUES FOR APRIL

Matthew: Jesus Through a Disciple’s Eyes
Each gospel is a unique look at the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Through the
season of Lent, we’ll be looking at Matthew’s gospel to see Jesus through the lens of this
disciple whose life was changed when he heard the call, “Follow me”. Each service,
including those in Holy Week, will focus on one word that helps shape our understanding
of who Jesus is, and the kingdom we are called to make real.
April 3 - Servant
Matthew 20:20-28
Jesus’ kingdom is a place where the first will be last and the last will be first.
April 10 - Palm/Passion Sunday - King
Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus is a different kind of king - displaying His power in humility and ushering in a revolution of the heart.
April 14 - Maundy Thursday - given
Matthew 26:17-30
Jesus’ life was not taken. It was given freely - to us and for us.
April 15 - Good Friday - Crucified
Matthew 27:32-61
Jesus is the Son of Man who suffered and died on a cross.
April 17 - Easter Sunday - Alive
Matthew 28:1-11 (12-20)
Jesus is the risen One who defeated death as a display of His ultimate authority over heaven and earth,
and sends us out into all the world to tell others about who He is.

New Sermon Series - Rooted - Begins April 24

Faith United Methodist Church

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:30 pm
Closed Daily from 12:30-1:00 pm
Phone #: 570-368-2459
Email: office@faithum.net
Web: www.faithum.net Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithmontoursville

If you would like to receive the newsletter (in color!) via email, please contact the church office.
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