Pastor Jake consecrates
the Food Bank.

Pastor’s Pen
I recently had the chance to hear a little of the faith story from a young woman in our congregation
that reminded me of what the mission of the church looks like. She is a young mom of four kids. A
few years ago, she and her husband, walked into the door of Faith Church and reconnected with the
church and with Jesus.
She began worshipping regularly, joined our open community group, Merge, took one of our
Foundations classes, began to read the Bible regularly as a way to listen for God’s voice in her life,
and has found multiple places to serve with her gifts. As she talked you could hear how she had
been walking our discipleship pathway – Connect, Grow, Serve, and Go.
In our conversation, she shared the ways that Jesus had been changing her. She is more peaceful,
Jake Waybright
she is less anxious, and she has learned how to reach out and share Jesus’ love with others who she
Lead Pastor
would have previously avoided. She talked about how she had come to see sharing the love of Jesus
jwaybright@faithum.net
570-368-2459
with her kids and the people she met as the most important thing in her life. As she talked you could
see the joy in her face. “I just want to share the love of Jesus with others the way that it was
shared with me here at Faith Church,” she said.
Sometimes, a mission statement can just become words on a page. Many of you know that the mission of Faith Church is to
“Make disciples of Jesus Christ, who connect, grow, serve, and go, for the transformation of the world”. As I listened to Jess
share her story, I was reminded that our mission is best seen in the lives of people whose lives are being changed as they
become disciples of Jesus. Jesus is changing her from the inside out through the mission and people of Faith Church.
It is incredible to know that you are part of changing someone else’s life. God allows us the great privilege to be partners with
God in that work. Praise God, and may we continue to lean forward together to see many more stories like Jess’s. May our
mission always be more than some words we put on a wall or in our bulletin. May our mission be constantly embodied in us
and the people God calls us to reach. Amen
(If you would like to see her video testimony and missed the worship service in July where it was shared, contact the church
office to see Jess’s testimony)
Yours on the Journey,
Pastor Jake

Holy Conversations: Q & A on General Conference 2019
Pastor Jake will have an informal Q & A after worship on Sunday, August 12 at 11:00 am for anyone interested in conversation
and updates on the United Methodist Church’s process moving towards General Conference 2019. This will be one of several
upcoming meetings at Faith to allow for discussion. General Conference is the representative legislative body of the global
United Methodist Church. The General Conference meeting in 2019 will focus on how to help the denomination move forward
faithfully amid disagreements within the United Methodist Church about the inclusion of LGTBQ folks in the life of the
denomination.

UNITED METHODIST CONNECTION
Hello Faith Church,
One of the yearly things that I enjoy most as a part of serving on Church Council is the opportunity to attending
Annual Conference. As members of The Susquehanna Annual Conference, we are asked to elect two voting
delegates to attend Annual Conference each year where the Conference gathers to participate in a blend of work and worship,
both covered in prayer. We at Faith Church were so very lucky to have Bishop Park speak in May at our Children’s Wing
Consecration and you can imagine he runs and organizes a very entertaining Annual Conference. You simply never know when
he’s going to shout Hallelujah, followed by a hymn number to the pianist.
This theme for the 2016-2020 Quadrennium is Better Together and this year’s focus is One with Christ. The other Faith Church
delegate, Ryan Tira and myself enjoyed the Laity Session which always kicks off the Annual Conference for the Laity. The
Director of Equipping Vital Congregations, Kay Kotan, gave one of several talks for the three day conference, titled “We are (not
just) lay people, We are lay people!” She spoke on Nehemiah, calling him a perfect role model for lay people. He possessed
many qualities that we all strive for, but notably he had never been a leader before, had no training, and was actually a servant
far from his homeland. She went on to outline eight areas for us to seek to make an impact.
Over the next couple days, we worshiped, learned, walked through the business agenda our Susquehanna Conference, and
spent many separate times in prayer. Bishop Park was very intentional about this, just as he was last year. Prayer needs to be
the foundation for our decisions and discernment for our church, our conference, our denomination, and our world.
We also had a small group time to discuss the Council of Bishops recommendation on a Way Forward. We were randomly
broken up in to groups of seven or eight to discuss several questions. It was a mix of pastors and laity. I left the time feeling
encouraged that our Church and our Church Council had already begun talking and providing space for such discussions.
I would very much encourage you to check out the conference website, and more specifically the Daily Link. It’s found at
http://www.susumc.org/index.php/about-us/annual-conference-archive/annual-conference-2018 under Printed Materials. It’s
a daily newspaper, with 4 editions, detailing the Annual Conference. If you take the time to read it, you’ll likely find some
plagiarism on my part, but it’s worth taking the time to review. If you should have any other questions about Annual
Conference, or anything at all, please feel free to contact Ryan Tira, myself, or Pastor Jake. We would be happy to help answer
any questions you might have about Annual Conference or anything else Faith Church related for that matter.
In Christ,
Ben Meckbach
Church Council Chair

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Congregational Care
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God…
since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”
1 John 4:7a and 11
Wow, Faith Church! You are doing some amazing ministry for God. It has been such a joy to get to
know you and join the ministry here at Faith Church.
Pastor Jane O’Borski
Associate Pastor of
Congregational Care
and Worship
joborski@faithum.net
570-368-2459

I feel so blessed to join with the folks of the Congregational Care Team. These folks have felt a call
from God upon their hearts to share the love of God by caring for the Faith Church congregation and
its members. Whether it be:
• prayer and support;
• cards and phone calls;
• meals;
• transportation; or
• visitation – the Congregational Care Team has it covered.
My prayer in this time is that we may be able to set some goals for the future that includes
identifying, equipping, and training additional servants for Congregational Care Ministry. If you feel
God may be calling you to serve in this capacity, please contact Pastor Jane.

OUR NEW WORSHIP LEADER
We are excited to share that Lauren Reeder, who has been serving as our Interim Worship Leader,
has accepted the position as Worship Leader! We are very excited that God has called her to use
her incredible gifts to lead us in worship at Faith! God is good! Please offer words of
congratulations and encouragement to Lauren as you get a chance. God continues to be on the
move here at Faith!

A Little Bit About Lauren
I am so grateful for the opportunity I've been given to be your new Worship Leader! Music has
always been my favorite way to connect with God and with the people around me. God has used
music in my life as a way to deepen and strengthen my understanding of His love, and through
this process, He has shown me that music is a beautiful way to share the love of Jesus with those
around me.

Lauren Reeder
Worship Leader
lreeder@faithum.net
570-368-2459

My husband, Chris, and I are both Montoursville natives and have been members of Faith Church since 2014. We live in
Montoursville with our four children, Rebecca, Jacob, Ian and Melissa, and our 2 dogs, Susie and Harper. When we're not at
Faith Church, we're at high school sporting events, choir concerts or local theatre presentations supporting our children. We
also love outdoor activities, such as hiking and kayaking, and . . . we visit Eder's for ice cream quite often!
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding worship at our contemporary services! I welcome
suggestions and I value what you have to share! If you would like to be a part of the Praise Team, please contact me or any
other Praise Team member. We will help you find a place on our team!

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER
Opportunities for New Tabulators!
We are actively looking for individuals that would like to join our tabulating teams
here at Faith Church. Tabulating takes place each Sunday after our 9:45 am
service. Our teams consist of a Team Leader and two to three Team Members,
who serve seven to eight times per year. We also maintain a list of substitutes
who fill in for team members who are unable to be here on their assigned week.
Great traits for leaders, team members, and substitutes are: working in a team
environment, math skills, attention to detail, and confidentiality. If interested,
please contact Julie.

Julie Vogel
Business Manager
jvogel@faithum.net
570-368-2459

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
Weekly Bulletin Deadline
All information for the bulletin is due on Wednesday at noon preceding the weekend. Thank you!

September Newsletter Deadline
All information for the September edition of Life Line is due on Wednesday, August 26 at noon. Thank
you!
Diane Dunlap
Office Administrator
office@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Connect Cards
Thank you to all of you who diligently fill out your Connect Card each week. This is so helpful to
keeping our database up to date and a great way to share prayer requests!

STUDENT MINISTRIES

Jared Hetherington
Director of Student Ministries
jhetherington@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Grades 9-12 - Whether you’re just starting High School life or if you're an
upper classman, join us on Sundays from 6:30-8:30 pm as we walk through life
and serve and grow together.

Grades 6-8 - Need a place to relax and get away from the stress of Middle
School? Join us on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 pm as we discover who God is
and who He created us to be.

THIS ‘N THAT
Communion Bread
We are excited that we will begin making our own
flatbread to use in Communion! We are looking for
volunteers to make the bread, recipe provided, beginning
in September. If you are interested or would like more
information,
please contact Melissa Rogers at
mjr90528@alumni.bloomu.edu with a specific month
you’d like to make the bread. Thank you.

Praise Kids Music Camp
Singing, scripture, bell ringing, boomwhackers, and fun! All
kids Age 4-Grade 4 completed are invited to attend this
camp August 13-15 from 6-8:00 pm. Please sign-up by
connecting with Ms. Lisa at lkonkle@faithum.net.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Connection Classes
Infant Nursery-Room 20
Toddler Nursery-Room 19
2’s & 3’s-Room 18
PreK4-K-Room 17
Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Nursery: 0-3-Room 19

Sundays at 9:45 am
Grade 1-Room 16
Grade 2-Room 15
Grade 3-Room 13
Grades 4/5-Room 14

PK3-Grade 5-Large Group Room 21

Marion Handley
Director of Children’s Ministries
mhandley@faithum.net
570-368-2459

All classes are located in the Children’s Wing on the Fairview Drive
side of the church.

Kid Connection - Orange Spotlight (The

yellow of church and the red of home combine to make Orange.)
During August, we will encourage our kids to look to God and His Word to know what is wise and good. Our preschoolers learn
that God’s way is perfect and He can help us know the right way to go. They will see that God’s way is not always easy, but it is
always good. They will look at Jonah, Namaan, Josiah, and Gideon and see that it can be hard to follow God, but in the end it is
always for the best. Meanwhile, our elementary kids are on a hunt for wisdom which the Bible tells us is a great treasure.
Wisdom is finding out what you should do and doing it! Sometimes the right choice is obvious, but other times we find
ourselves facing two or more options that all seem like good choices. Our kids need to grow in wisdom as they grow in stature,
just like we’re told Jesus did as a boy in the book of Luke. Our goal is that our kids will learn to see the difference between
right and wrong, but also develop wisdom and discernment to follow God’s leading when faced with choices that are truly
complicated. Our lessons will instruct them to look to God, pray, and discuss with trusted friends who are wise in order to
grow in wisdom and live in ways that show they have confidence in God.

Kid Connection 2018-2019 Kicks Off with “Move Up Weekend” August 25/26!
We’re gearing up for a great year! On Move Up Weekend kids move up to their new classrooms based on their age and grade
for the 2018-2019 school year. We encourage you to thank your child’s current teachers and explain to your child ahead of
time that they will be transitioning to new classrooms. On “Move Up Weekend” you will check-in your child in Planning Center
as usual and then follow posted directions to their new drop off location. Please stop at the Reception Desk if you have any
questions.

Kid Connection Sunday Serving Schedule for July-August 2018
Team 1: Dottie Mathers, Betsy &/or Dave Bjorkman, Sandrina Womer, Lori Parke, Erica Wurster
Team 2: Valerie Mosteller, Darci Kirby, Elise Meckbach, Ryan Tira, Kevin Handley, Carrie Knapp
Team 3: Stef Frelin, Danielle and/or Matt Harris, Emily &/or Adam Tate, Denise Plankenhorn, Julie Stokes
Team 4: Rebecca Huffman, Kevin Handley, Kim Rakestraw, Susan Ravert, Dave Rinker, Jessie Guisewhite
Team 5: Tessa Little, Emily Miller, Kevin Handley, Jenna LoCricchio, Brenda Laudenslager, Kristi Michael
Team 6: Sarah Keiser, Jessie Metzger, Crystal Miller, Jane Heintzelman, Susan Waybright
Team 7: Andrea Lucas, Julie Vogel, Cherie Wurster, Lindsay Davis, Brian Cozzi, EvieLyn Perry
Team 8: Lauren Caputo, Mitzi Herron, Rick Gray, Kevin Handley, Kaitlin Eck, Melissa Foster
Aug. 5-Team 3
Sept. 2-Team 7

Aug. 12-Team 4
Sept. 9-Team 8

Backpack Blessing
Faith Church invites families to gather to
celebrate together the beginning of a new
school year. We will pray a blessing over
our students, teachers, and administrators
the weekend of August 18/19.

Preschool Administrative
Position
We are seeking a part-time
administrator for Faith Preschool who
will assist our current staff with
registration, tracking tuition payments,
local advertising and publicity, and
other office tasks. Applications and
questions may be directed to Marion
Handley.

Aug. 19-Team 5
Sept. 16-Team 1

Aug. 26-Team 6 (Move Up Day)
Sept. 23-Team 2

Serving Opportunities:
Kid Connection Volunteers
Friends, we rely on your participation in
the serving rotation to provide safe and
fun environments for our kids! If your
child is attending Nursery or Kid Connection and you are not currently a
member of the serving rotation, please
consider signing up to serve. In addition, if your child is graduating out of
Kid Connection into FSM please consider whether you might be willing to continue serving periodically either on your
own or with your middle schooler assisting. We LOVE when our teens step
into serving!

Seeking Nursery Helpers
Please consider signing up to serve in
the nursery during our contemporary
services Saturdays at 5:30 pm and
Sundays at 9:45 am. Our helpers hold
and play with our infants and young
toddlers and help them feel safe and
comfortable while parents are in the
worship service. All you need is a willing
spirit and up-to-date background
checks! Please contact Shannon at
sperrotta@faithum.net to sign up.

Faith Preschool 2018-2019 Registration
Is there a four year old you know and love? Enrollment for our
afternoon 4 year old class is ongoing. Copies of all forms are
available online and in the church office. Children must be 4
years old by 9/1/18 and fully potty-trained to participate in
the 4 year old program. Please call the church office if you
have any questions regarding fees or eligibility.

GROW
Williamsport Community Group
This open mixed group meets once a month for a study of the Word and prayer. The next
gathering is Tuesday, August 7 from Noon to 1:00 pm at 57 East 4th Street, Williamsport Law
office - 1st floor. Connect with Scott Williams at 570-368-2459 for details. All are welcome!

Moms Connect Group Will Resume September 19 at 6:30 pm

This group
will meet in Room 21 in the Children’s Wing. Ladies, this is a great time to jump into something
new- what better way to get to know other moms than to talk about this month’s topic: Getting
Organized! Right in time for back to school and fall routines – lets help each other organize our
lives!! Childcare will also be available! Connect with Betsy Bjorkman 814-933-8056 for details.
Hope to see YOU there!

Deb Ottenmiller
Dir. of Group Life/Assimilation
dottenmiller@faithum.net
Text-570-244-7002
570-368-2459

‘Introduction to the Bible” Class Begins September 20
This six-week class will introduce you to the Bible. You will have a better understanding of how God’s word was put together, the history
behind some of God’s word, and where to look for answers to some of your questions. This is not a course in theology, or spiritual growth
necessarily. It is only designed to introduce you to God’s word. Join us Thursday evenings beginning September 20 from 7-8:30 pm in
Room 12. Cost of the book, The Bible in 7 Pieces is $12. Questions? Call Keith Atherholt (570-447-5292) or Rick Gray (570-220-1216).

Foundations Class Begins September 26
Scripture gives all of us a simple plan. Go, make disciples [Matthew 28:19]. To grow into this plan takes intentionality, effort
and investment on our part. One way to equip you for this is the Foundations Class.
Why don’t you plan to participate?
Built around essential practices for Christian disciples, Foundations introduces the basics of prayer, reflecting on scripture,
developing authentic relationships, creating a daily devotional time, discovering our calling to serve, using resources in Godhonoring ways, and sharing your faith.
This class begins Wednesday, September 26 from 6:30-8:00 pm in Room 10 at Faith Church. Workbook cost for this 8-week
class is $15 (by session cost $2).
Questions? Contact Brenda Schmick at 570-971-3689. Information and sign-ups available in the Narthex/Lobby on September
8/9 and 15/16.
Sessions as follows:
September 26
Welcome and Intro: Building Christian Relationships as Disciples
October 3
Building My Relationship with God through Prayer
October 10
Building My Relationship with Christ through the Word of God
October 17
Building a Life of Devotion through Worship Experiences
October 24
Building a Life of Service through the Use of My Gifts and Talents
October 31
Building a Life of Generosity through Stewardship
November 7
Where do I go from here?
November 14
Growing My Faith by Sharing My Faith
SERVE: Foundations Group will serve at the December 4 Food Packing Event!

Financial Peace University
Location:
When:

349 Herr Lane, Montoursville
9-weeks beginning Saturday, September 15
through Saturday, November 10
Time:
6-8:00 pm
Cost:
Discount price of $109.00 for all materials which
includes FPU membership and one year free of
Every Dollar Plus budgeting tool
Contact:
Patsy Herr at 570-772-3184
Where to purchase and sign-up:
http://www.fpu.com/1069067 for guest site
Description of study: During our time together we will watch a
short video presentation and follow along in
workbooks
Questions/answers will follow - approximately
1 1/2-2 hours per class
More Grow on the next page

The Gathering: A Short Term Community Group Formation Event
This fall beginning September 29/30, Faith will experience the 5-week church wide series, Unafraid by Adam
Hamilton. During this short term church wide series multiple small groups (aka Community Groups) will form. We are
offering this event for YOU to find a group to gather with during the five weeks. Whether you are a long time
attendee, member, or new to Faith, there is an opportunity for YOU to join us during this series!
Where and When: September 29 from 5:30-6:30 pm in Faith Café. Childcare: Children ages infant through 5th grade can attend
Kid Connect during the event!
Why: God wants us to grow into His plan for our lives, and Community Group life offers a ‘next step’ from the sanctuary to
explore that! People will leave this event with a Host Home for the five week church wide series, and the tools to do a group
well for that timeframe. Anyone can attend, even if you just want to check it out!
How: Every fall there is an opportunity for everyone who attends Faith Church to form a Community Group. As a result of this
event, some will leave hosting a group, or some attending one.
What Steps YOU Can Take:
• Sign-up and attend the event to learn more - September 29, 5:30-6:30 pm
• Offer to host a group in your home. ANYONE who loves Jesus and wants to grow closer to Him can do this during this
short term series. All tools and guidance will be provided. Most Hosts will be present at the Gathering Event, so people
can join your group.
Sign up for a group in the Narthex/Lobby during the second half of September

SERVE AND GO
Faith Is Now a Family Promise Host Church!

Pastor Beth Jones
Associate Pastor of
Serve and Go
bjones@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Sign-up sheets are now in the Narthex/Lobby for our first host week beginning Sunday, August 5
through Saturday, August 11. We have had a great response so far and we still have a need for
servants in the following areas in particular: Set up/Tear Down, Overnight Host and Van Drivers.
Please pick-up and complete a Family Promise Volunteer Application if you have never completed
one before. Have questions? Call Darci Kirby (570-916-0113), Letty Gray (570-220-7674) or Crystal
Miller (570-916-7050).
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40

Harvest of Hope
Faith Church’s Food Bank has a name - Harvest of Hope. Want to
know when the Food Bank is starting? Curious about how you can
get involved? Looking for general Harvest of Hope information?
We should talk about communications! Please be on the lookout
for information about Harvest of Hope on FUMC’s website, weekly
bulletins, and monthly newsletters. We are starting a Facebook
page for Harvest of Hope that we will publish in the next few
weeks. We will also be setting up a bulletin board with all of the
information in the hallway right outside of the Food Bank in the
Brushy Ridge Road wing.
On all of these channels of
communication, you will find details about meetings, specific
Harvest of Hope needs, and how you can get involved.
In the meantime, circle Sunday, September 23 at 1:00 pm for the
Harvest of Hope Open House!
For more information about communications or to get involved
with the marketing committee, please reach out to Becca Slocum
at becslocum@gmail.com.

October 13, 2018 - A Gathering
of GO Ministries
GO ministries here at Faith UMC are
defined as opportunities to “Go out into
the world equipped to serve, share, and
invest your gifts and passions to reach a
wider world.”
Perhaps you are already involved with an existing or
emerging ‘Go’ ministry or God may be nudging you in that
direction. If so, you are invited to the ‘GO Gathering’ here at
the church on Saturday evening, October 13 from 6:30-8:30
pm. During that time together, we will take a closer look at
how our GO ministries share a foundational understanding
of what it means to reach out in the name of Christ. We will
explore how our calling to ‘GO’ helps us to grow deeper in
our connection with God and our understanding of those we
seek to serve. If you have any questions, contact Pastor
Beth Jones.

Worship in the Park - Help Wanted
On September 22 at 5:00 pm, we are taking our Saturday
night worship to the Park. The regularly scheduled worship
will move outdoors on September 22 to Riverfront Park in
Loyalsock, at 5:00 pm (note service time change!)
What a great time we had together last year for worship
and a pig roast, and this year we are planning this again!!
Everyone please bring a large side-dish [with serving spoon]
to share, something to sit on, and if you come early your
favorite yard game! AND invite that friend you have been
thinking about inviting to church- what a great way for them
to experience your Faith family! Paper products and Mr.
Piggy will be provided.
There are multiple ways listed below that you can help
make this a great experience for everyone, so that all who
attend are cared for in Spirit and through good food! Please
notify the church office at 570-368-2459 or Harley Fry at
570-419-7838 if you can serve!
Serving Opportunities:
Ground Prep: arrive onsite by 7am, and spray entire area
with bug spray that is provided. Probably about an hour
commitment.
3 Greeters and 2 Ushers: assist Deb Ottenmiller in handing
out bulletins, collecting offering, and cleaning up pens/
bulletins after. Approximate serving time begins at 4:30pm,
then collection later in service.
Team for Drinks and Paper Products: Gather the list of
paper products at church, make 3 coolers of drinks, and
transport to park to arrive by 4-4:15pm. After event, take
coolers and paper products back over to the church.
Team for Set-up: organize food on tables as it comes in, and
best arrange paper products. Arrive by 4:30pm
3-Person Team for Parking: help people find parking places,
and possible assist to worship area. Arrive by 4:15pm
Team for Clean-up: clear the food area of all leftovers and
clean off tables, check bathrooms and dispose of trash.
Set-up and tear-down Tech: with the guidance of Kristen
Lowe . Call her for details at 570-337-9319.

New Sermon Series - Stories Jesus Told
August 11/12 - Of Treasure and Pearls
August 25/26 - Of Seeds and Soils

August 18/19 - Of Neighbors and Gates
September 1/2 - Of Mercy
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Marion Handley, Director of Children’s Ministries …………………....mhandley@faithum.net
Jared Hetherington, Director of Student Ministries …………....jhetherington@faithum.net
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Faith United Methodist Church
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If you would like to receive the newsletter (in color!) via email, please contact the church office.
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