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Our Mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
Our Focus: Reaching the next person for Jesus and God’s Kingdom
Our Vision: Deeply Devoted Followers of Jesus, Making God’s Kingdom Real

POOL PARTIES AND MUSIC CAMP IN JULY

Make a joyful noise to the Lord.

THE VIEW FROM HERE
We Are Becoming…
As your Lead Pastor, our staff and church council have made a commitment to build a culture of “we.”
Over the next months and even several years (becoming and building a culture takes time), it is our
heart’s desire to increase the number of meaningful friendships in the life of the congregation.
Specifically, we want to “equip every person who calls Faith Church home to see themselves and live
as sent-out missionaries.”
We recognize that the most consistent worshipper spends one hour a week in worship (more if I go
long-winded). If they are part of a small group, that may add another 90 minutes each week. And even
our most faithful servants rarely give more than 3-4 hours a week serving at the church. If I have my
math right, that totals about 6-7 hours here and leaves about 162 hours a week in what should be
known as the mission field – our homes, our workplaces, our schools and our larger community.
Larry L. Leland
In reality, the majority of time I spend as a pastor, and much of our staff spends, is focused more on
Lead Pastor
lleland@faithum.net
those 6-7 hours a week, as if that is of utmost importance. And please don’t get me wrong. I think
570-368-2459
regularly worshipping with God’s people in community is essential to our discipleship. As are praying,
studying and caring for one another in a community group. And nothing that we do could happen
without folks willing to serve here.
I’ve recently started reading The Flourishing Pastor, by Tom Nelson. In it, he writes, “For many pastors and Christian leaders, a
large Sunday-to-Monday gap exists between how we understand the integral relationship between worship on Sunday and
work on Monday. Many sincere and well-intentioned pastors spend the majority of their time equipping their congregations
for what they do the minority of their time, virtually ignoring the importance of everyday work and the workplaces inhabited
so many hours of the week.”
Because we feel that, we are compelled to focus on using our limited time together to equip every person of any age who calls
Faith Church home to see themselves and to live out their identity as sent-out missionaries. That is the only way that we will
be able to “make God’s kingdom real.” It happens when our young people are living out their faith in front of friends at school
or on the ball field. It happens when older adults see themselves as crucial to the social fabric of the community – loving
oncoming generations while caring for each other. It happens when the business owner, the teacher, the occupational
therapist and the homeschool dad all see what they do “out there” as mission – working for the common good as loving God
and loving neighbor.
Stay tuned…
PL

Congratulations to Pastor Joseph Shimko

Ministry Intern

First, we want to congratulate Pastor Joseph on successfully
completing a second unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at
Geisinger Medical Center in Danville last month. CPE is
specialized training, often in hospital settings, to equip folks
to care for patients and families in a variety of situations.
Second, we also want to congratulate Pastor Joseph on his
acceptance into the CPE Residency at Geisinger beginning
the end of August. This year-long program provides
residents with intense pastoral formation as well as the
opportunity to carry out ministry in situations of urgent and
intense spiritual and emotional need (https://
www.geisinger.org/health-professions/health-professions/
school-of-spiritual-care)
Since the year-long residency is full-time, this program does
mean that Pastor Joseph’s time here at Faith Church will
look different for the coming season. Rather than ¾ time
currently, he will be working around 12-15 hours/week –
still focusing on congregational care and online ministry,
which we’ve already been blessed by. He will be with us
some Sundays, but will be on call other Sundays, so he
won’t be up front every week. We will work together as
team members and council to make this season work and so
that it will be a blessing to all.

Kyra Anthony, a member of Faith Church
and participant and volunteer in our Faith
Student Ministries, will soon begin her
third year in a Master’s Program in
partnership with Austin (TX) Theological
Seminary and Center for Youth Ministry
Training in Brentwood, TN. As part of the
program, Kyra is a full-time student. In
addition, she is required to serve in a local church in
ministry focused on children and youth. For her first two
years, Kyra served as the Youth Director of First
Presbyterian in Longview, TX. For this third year, Kyra will
be back in Montoursville, and we are excited that she will
be serving an internship here at Faith Church.
Starting in mid-August, Kyra will be working with Marion
Handley, our Director of Children’s Ministries, and Christian
Calehuff, our FSM Team Leader. Kyra will provide a
consistent volunteer presence on Sundays in both areas of
ministry, as well as additional support to Marion and
Christian throughout the week. While we are excited for the
gifts that Kyra will bring to these ministries here for this
school year, we also look forward to making it an
opportunity for her to grow in the gifts God has already
given her, to round out her education and set her up for the
next several decades in ministry.

Mark Your Calendars

Thank You

Calling all dusters, window washers, cleaners, etc.! Join us
on Monday, August 29 to help get our Children’s Wing ready
for the new season of Kid Connection and Preschool year.
Drop in at any time between 9:00 am-3:30 pm and give an
hour or two or more. Many hands make light work!

Miss Lisa would like to thank the Conklin Family for hosting
the Praise Kids Pool Party and Ron and Bev Gearhart for
hosting the Voices of Faith picnic.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Connection - Orange Spotlight
This August our kids will learn that the Bible is the story of God’s love for us as His incredible
creation. Our preschoolers will learn from God’s Word contained in the Bible that God made us
and loves us always! Meanwhile, our elementary age group will start a year long overview of the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. The focus of our August elementary materials will be love,
defined as showing others how much they matter, using examples of God’s love for His people
from creation to the Fall to the call of Abram. We look forward to exploring the Bible together
and finding the priceless treasure it contains!

Marion Handley
Dir. of Children’s Ministries
mhandley@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Kid Connection Serving Team Schedule For August-September 2022
Team 1: Betsy &/or Dave Bjorkman, Jenn Larson
Team 2: Ryan/Alexa/Carlos Tira, Amy Tucker, Kim Rakestraw, Julia/Lydia Edler
Team 3: Danielle or Matt Harris, Carrie Knapp, Cherie Wurster, Jamie Burns & Lilly
Team 4: Susan Ravert, Lisa Good, Tiffany Feigles
Team 5: Rachel/Chris Knipe, Tessa Little, Sandrina Womer
Team 6: Brenda Clouser, Chelsea Howe, EvieLynn Perry, Kristi Michael
Team 7: Crystal Miller, Brigitte Wright, Chelsea Burkholder, Chris Meckbach
Team 8: Andrea Lucas, Julie Vogel, Pamela/Riley/Cameron Nelson
Faith Church Nursery Schedule
8/07– Erin Heap/Kitty Hofer
8/28– Brianna Trick, Ashley Wool

8/14– Erica Yoder, Nicole Duarte

8/07
8/14
8/21
8/28

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5

9/04
9/11
9/18
9/25

Team 6
Team 7
Team 8
Team 1
8/21– Linda Lloyd, Erica Blake

Nursery Caregiver
Shelby Kurtz, a long time volunteer in Children’s Ministry at Faith Church, will join our staff as a Nursery
Caregiver beginning in August. Shelby has served in the nursery and during Vacation Bible School for many
years while in high school and during her breaks from college. Shelby recently graduated from James
Madison University in Virginia and begins her first full time teaching position in special education in
Williamsport Area School District this August. She is excited to join us weekly in the nursery to bring a
consistent caring presence to our youngest attenders.

Backpack Blessing
Faith Church invites families to gather
to celebrate together the beginning of
a new school year. We will pray a
blessing over our students, teachers,
and administrators during services on
August 21.

Bible Presentation Sunday for 3rd Graders

Kid Connection 2022/23 Kicks Off with
“Move Up Day” August 28!

We are excited to present your third grader with a Bible! This
year the Bibles will be presented on Sunday, October 23
during the worship services. ALL children receiving Bibles must
attend a meeting with a parent or “sponsor” who will come
forward with them during the presentation. The meeting
dates are Sunday, September 25 and Sunday, October 2
immediately following the 9:45 worship service, in Large
Group Room 21. Parents of 3rd graders will receive additional
information, but please contact Marion Handley with any
questions or concerns.

We’re gearing up for a great year! On Move Up Weekend
kids move up to their new classrooms based on their age
and grade for the 2022-23 school year. We encourage you
to thank your child’s current teachers and explain to your
child ahead of time that they will be transitioning to new
classrooms. On “Move Up Sunday” you will check-in your
child in Planning Center as usual and then follow posted
directions to their new drop off location. Please stop at the
Reception Desk if you have any questions or need to update
any contact information.

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES

Kid Connection

Seeking Nursery Helpers!

Friends, we rely on your participation in the serving rotation
to provide safe and fun environments for our kids! If your
child is attending Nursery or Kid Connection and you are not
currently a member of the serving rotation, please consider
signing up to serve. In addition, if your child is graduating
out of Kid Connection into FSM please consider whether you
might be willing to continue serving periodically either on
your own or with your middle schooler assisting. We LOVE
when our teens step into serving! Please contact Marion
with questions.

Please consider signing up to serve in the nursery during
our contemporary service Sundays at 9:45. Our helpers
hold and play with our infants and young toddlers and
help them feel safe and comfortable while parents are in
the worship service. All you need is a willing spirit and up
to date background checks! Please contact Marion to sign
up.

FAITH STUDENT MINISTRIES
Kick-Off Pool Party

Christian Calehuff
FSM Team Leader
fsm@faithum.net
Text - 570-916-1429

What?
Date?
Time?
Where?
Questions?

Pool Party for all kids in Grades 6-12
Sunday, August 28
1-4:00 pm
2101 Mahaffey Lane, Williamsport
Contact Christian Calehuff, Elise Meckbach, Mandi Westphal, or Peggy Probst

Hello Faith Church,
A little over a month and we will be starting our weekly FSM nights on September 18. Our team of leaders have met and are in
the process of finalizing our fall lessons and activities.
With this upcoming FSM season, we are excited to welcome the new 6th graders to our middle school group and continue to
grow the high schoolers group. It is our hope that FSM creates a place for more students to learn about God and deepen their
faith through a personal relationship with Jesus. We are always welcoming new kids to our ministry. We are trying to teach
students the truths of the Bible so that they can grow spiritually healthy and make wise choices in their lives.
This year our time together will be divided up into two planned lessons, one community service and one planned activity for
the kids each month on Sunday nights. On those times that we don't have a lesson, we will do a devotion and prayer around
the current lesson series. We are hoping this schedule breaks up the month and gives the kids a different space to reflect with
God.
Our leaders are looking forward to building relationships with everyone who comes. This ministry has been a blessing for us
and I'm sure it is expanding God's Kingdom. Please encourage any student from the grades 6-12 to come or speak to one of
our leaders about it. We would love to discuss what FSM is about.
We are planning a Kick-Off Pool Party, complete with food and games, on Sunday, August 28. If you know of anyone that may
be interested in FSM - this would be a great place to start! Please put this down in your schedule and enjoy the rest of your
summer!

CONGREGATIONAL CARE/OUTREACH
Transform
Faith Church is partnering with First Church of Williamsport with
Transform, August 1-5. This Kingdom initiative is meant to meet
people where they are with the love of Christ through practical
needs, such as housing or community improvements inside and
out. If you or your small group have interest in making a
difference and making waves for the cause of Christ, contact
Pastor Joseph at jshimko@faithum.net or 570-368-2459, Ben
Conrad at bconrad@firstchurch.cc or go to https://firstchurch.cc/
transform/.

Congregational Care
Team Meeting
The next meeting of the
Congregational Care Team will be
Sunday, August 7 held in Room 10
immediately following the 9:45
worship service. This meeting is
for those on the team and for
those who are interested in
joining. All are welcome!

Family Promise Host Week - August 7-13
Our Host Week is this month! Currently, we are still providing
meals at the Day Center. The meals can be dropped off at the
Center (635 Hepburn St., Williamsport) during our Host Week at
6:00 pm. Currently, there is one family staying at the Center. If
interested in providing a meal, please contact Darci Kirby at 570916-0113 or darcikirby619@gmail.com or go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044BA4A72BA7F85-family.

Joseph Shimko
Director of
Congregational Care &
Leadership Development
jshimko@faithum.net
570-932-0371

College Student or Military Service
If your child is going to be away from home this fall for
college or the military, the Congregational Care Team
at Faith Church would like to be praying for them. Let
us know their name and mailing address. Mark your
Connection Card or email Pastor Joseph with your
child's information.

Faith Church Staff
Larry L. Leland, Lead Pastor……………………………………………..……….………………….….lleland@faithum.net
Joseph Shimko, Dir. of Congregational Care & Leadership Development……….jshimko@faithum.net
Jim Anthony, Facilities Assistant…………………………………..…………………….jim_anthonysr@comcast.net
Christian Calehuff, FSM Team Leader…………………………………..…………………….…..……fsm@faithum.net
Diane Dunlap, Office Administrator......................................................................office@faithum.net
Marion Handley, Director of Children’s Ministries ……...…...……………………....mhandley@faithum.net
Beth Jones, Director of Harvest of Hope……………………………………………..harvestofhope@faithum.net
Lisa Konkle, Choral Coordinator/Organist...........................................................lkonkle@faithum.net
Deb Lindner, Voices of Faith Accompanist ………………………………….…..……………..dndlindner@epix.net
Kristen Lowe, Tech Director .................................................................................klowe@faithum.net
Maureen McBride, Finance Secretary…………………………………………………..……...finance@faithum.net
David Miller, Facilities Manager …………………………………...………………..................dmiller@faithum.net
Deb Ottenmiller, Director of Group Life & Assimilation.............................dottenmiller@faithum.net
Mason Neiman, Worship Director...................................................................mneiman@faithum.net
Jody Robinson, Treasurer………………………………………………………….……………...…treasurer@faithum.net

Faith Church Council
Jim Carpenter - Chairperson
Lisa Vrabec - Recorder
Keith Atherholt
Hillary Hofstrom
Chip Lamade
Sheila Lomax
Mike Steinbacher
Christina Wright
Paul Zimmerer

GROW/SERVE - COMING IN SEPTEMBER - MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Pizza with the Pastor on September 11

Deb Ottenmiller
Dir. of Group Life
and Assimilation
dottenmiller@faithum.net
570-368-2459
Text-570-244-7002

Join us for Pizza with the Pastor on Sunday, September 11 at 11:15 am in Large Group Room 21
Whether you’re new to Faith Church or have been connecting with us for some time and desire to
know what we’re about, join Pastor Larry and others for Pizza with the Pastor. You’ll hear a little
about our story, and the ways God is working in and through our church. You’ll also have an
opportunity to learn how you might get involved and next steps to take. Most of all, we'll get to
know each other, and we can't think of a better way to do that than with pizza! Please register
your family's attendance by calling the church office at 570-368-2459 so we have plenty of pizza
and drink.

Women’s Gathering
The Women’s 1X a month Gathering begins in September! Watch for details in your bulletin and
plan to join us!

Monday Men’s Lunch Study

Baptism on September 11

Beginning Monday, September 11, a new community group is starting –
seeking to connect guys with God, scripture and each other. Each Monday,
the group will gather at Wegman’s Market in Williamsport from 12-1:00
pm. Tentatively, the plan is as follows:
• 12:00 - Gather and grab lunch. Catch up.
• 12:15 - Talk through a passage of scripture together, using the
WordGo app, YouVersion plan, or similar tool.
• 12:45 - Wrap up with prayer and head back to work.
Questions? please contact Pastor Larry at lleland@faithum.net or Ryan Tira
at rtira.rt@gmail.com.

Interested in baptism for yourself or your
children? Please contact the church office at
office@faithum.net to set up a time to meet
with Pastor Larry prior to the 11th.

Foundations Class Begins September 13
Scripture gives all of us a simple plan. Go, make disciples [Matthew 28:19].
To grow into this plan takes intentionality, effort and investment on our
part. One way to equip you for this is the Foundations Class.
Why don’t you plan to participate?
Built around essential practices for Christian disciples, Foundations
introduces the basics of prayer, reflecting on scripture, developing
authentic relationships, creating a daily devotional time, discovering our
calling to serve, using resources in God-honoring ways, and sharing your
faith.
This class begins Monday, September 12 from 6:30-8:00 pm in Room 10 at
Faith Church. Workbook cost for this 8-week class is $10.
Questions? Contact Brenda Schmick at 570-971-3689. Information,
workbooks, and sign-ups available at the Info Center/Guest Hub TBA.
Sessions as Follows:
9/13 Welcome and Intro: Building Christian Relationships as Disciples
9/20 Building My Relationship with God through Prayer
9/27 Building My Relationship with Christ through the Word of God
10/04 Building a Life of Devotion through Worship Experiences
10/11 Building a Life of Service through the Use of My Gifts and Talents
10/18 Building a Life of Generosity through Stewardship
10/25 Where Do I Go from Here?
11/01 Growing My Faith by Sharing My Faith

New Membership Class Begins
September 18
This 5-week Membership Class experience will
be each Sunday (September 18 and 25,
October 2, 9 and 16) in Room 10 (Fairview
Drive Wing) following the 9:45 worship service.
Most classes will be 1 - 1 1/4 hour.
There are workbooks for each participant that
we provide (a short and easy read), with a little
homework to do between meetings. Following
the 5 weeks of classes, on Sunday, October 23,
those who completed the classes will become
official members during the worship service
they normally attend.
Commitment for Faith Church Membership:
1. That you know Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior
2. That you have been baptized by any
recognized Christian body
3. That you have a willingness to commit to
the church covenant to - CONNECT with
God, GROW together, SERVE God’s
mission, GO to make a difference in the
lives of others
4. That you attend all 5 of the New Member
Classes
Register today on the Church Center app, or
indicate as a Next Step when offered on the
Connect Card in the bulletin.

HARVEST OF HOPE
Fresh Express Volunteer Gathering

Beth Jones
Director of Harvest of Hope
harvestofhope@faithum.net
570-578-2311

On Sunday, August 21 at 11:15 am in Large Group Room 21 (large room in the Children’s Wing)
all Fresh Express Volunteers are invited (and anyone who may be interested in volunteering) to
come on out to a short gathering. Lunch will be provided, and we won’t linger past
1:00 pm. Fresh Express is a monthly distribution of fresh food held here at the church.
The purpose of the meeting is to take a broad view of the ministry, celebrate the many ways we
have reached our neighbors with food and friendship, and envision our next steps for the future.
We look forward to imagining opportunities as we continue to build relationships with our
neighbors so they may feel the love of Christ.
I ask that you RSVP your ability to be there or not by emailing harvestofhope@faithum.net or
call/text at 570-578-2311.

SERMON SERIES

Current Sermon Series
A journey through the book and story of
Nehemiah reminds us that when God
builds the Church, it’s less about stones
and mortar coming together and more
about people coming together to be
formed and shaped by God.

July 31 - When God Builds the Church - There Is Prayer
In praying to God, Nehemiah showed concern, conviction, confession, confidence and commitment.
Nehemiah 1:1-11
Aug. 07 - When God Builds the Church - There Is Preparation
Nehemiah was faithful in preparation, living with integrity, praying, seeking partners, and waiting on God.
When the time was right, the people said, “Let’s build.”
Nehemiah 2:1-8
Aug. 14 - When God Builds the Church - There Is participation
Working toward the vision requires EVERYONE to stand shoulder to shoulder and do their part.
Nehemiah 3:1-32
Aug. 21 - When God Builds the Church - There Is Opposition
When faced with opposition, the people of God pray, keep working, acknowledge obstacles,
encourage each other and come together.
Nehemiah 4:1-10
Aug. 28 - When God Builds the Church - There Is Celebration
Celebrating what God has done invites us to hear God’s Word again, to worship together,
to confess and recommit ourselves to the vision that is still in front of us.
Nehemiah 12:27-43

Faith United Methodist Church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm and Friday, 8:00 am - Noon
(M-Th Closed 12:30-1:00 pm for Lunch)
Phone #: 570-368-2459
Email: office@faithum.net
Web: www.faithum.net Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithmontoursville
Have a Prayer Request? Call or email the office or fill out an online Connect Card on our website.

If you would like to receive the newsletter (in color!) via email, please contact the church office.
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