LIFE LINE
JANUARY 2022 Newsletter of Faith UMC
Our Mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
Our Focus: Reaching the next person for Jesus and God’s Kingdom
Our Vision: Deeply Devoted Followers of Jesus, Making God’s Kingdom Real

DECEMBER WAS BUSY!

Hospitality Team Meeting

Bells of Faith

Our Wonderful Choir Members

Come to the Table Extended Gathering

Kidz Bellz

Praise Kids Christmas Program “Raad Tidings”

THE VIEW FROM HERE
Throughout the season of January, we are walking through a series of message on beating
burnout. Whether it’s the particular challenges of the last two years of pandemic, or the
ordinary and extraordinary challenges of our everyday lives, we can feel like our flame is on
the verge of flickering out. Practices such as lament, humility and gratitude can beat back the
sense of burnout, and fuel our spirits for difficult times.
Another important practice is sabbath. In fact, it’s not just important, it’s actually a
commandment. One of the top ten. And yet, it’s the one commandment out of the ten that
many of us Christians, and even pastors, somehow justify breaking regularly.
I have long thought of sabbath as simply stopping work for 24 hours. While that ’s a piece of
sabbath (think to the 7 th day of creation when God rested), it’s not all of it. I recently have
come to understand sabbath as incorporating rest, joy, community and celebration.
Sabbath is not simply a day off, though we all need those. It is a day in which we rest from our
need to be in control, to produce and to consume. It’s a day where we gather with those of
the community of faith and family to be refreshed by their love. It is a time to celebrate God ’s
goodness and the fact that life is all gift.

Larry L. Leland
Lead Pastor
lleland@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Jenn Giles Kemper writes about sabbath, “Intentional spaces of rest help quiet the mind, heart, spirit, and body. They
restore and rejuvenate us. Most of all, they remind us that our humanity is a gift given to us by God.
A regular practice of Sabbath honors our limits and allows space for a deepening experience of trust in God. When we
willingly release control, our inclination toward self-sufficiency is gently removed. With unclenched fists, our own
striving and tending fades. As we open our hands, we entrust our lives and our world to God again each
week.” (www.sacredordinarydays.com)
As we look to a new year ahead of us, I hope that each of us will take seriously God’s command to “Remember the Sabbath
and keep it holy,” remembering that when God commands His people, it is for our good and for His glory. So find time
(because it is there) to sabbath this week and every week. Rest. Celebrate. Worship. Gather. Be renewed.
In Christ,
PL

Employment at Faith Church
• Seeking Director of Worship
Faith Church is seeking an individual for Director of Worship. Faith Church has a new contemporary worship facility and a
traditional Sanctuary with a vibrant children’s program and active adult educational and ministry opportunities. Is God calling
you to be our Worship Leader? For more information, please contact the church office.
•

Seeking Nursery Caregivers

As our nursery ministry continues to grow, we are seeking to hire several paid caregivers who will serve our families by
providing quality care for infants and toddlers during the 8:15 and 9:45 worship services each week. These individuals will lead
a team of rotating volunteers, welcome new families, and ensure our facility is clean and safe. Interested applicants should
contact Marion Handley, mhandley@faithum.net.

Faith Church Staff
Larry L. Leland, Lead Pastor……………………………………………..……….………………….….lleland@faithum.net
Joseph Shimko, Dir. of Congregational Care & Leadership Development……….jshimko@faithum.net
Jim Anthony, Facilities Assistant…………………………………..…………………….jim_anthonysr@comcast.net
Christian Calehuff, FSM Team Leader……………………………………………………………………fsm@faithum.net
Diane Dunlap, Office Administrator......................................................................office@faithum.net
Marion Handley, Director of Children’s Ministries ………………………...………....mhandley@faithum.net
Lisa Konkle, Choral Coordinator/Organist...........................................................lkonkle@faithum.net
Deb Lindner, Voices of Faith Accompanist ……………………….……….…..……………..dvlindner@gmail.com
Kristen Lowe, Tech Director .................................................................................klowe@faithum.net
Maureen McBride, Financial Secretary …………………..………………..…………...........finance@faithum.net
David Miller, Facilities Manager …………………………………...………………..................dmiller@faithum.net
Deb Ottenmiller, Director of Group Life & Assimilation.............................dottenmiller@faithum.net
Jody Robinson, Treasurer…………………………………………………………..……………..…treasurer@faithum.net
TBD, Director of Worship……………………………………………………………………………………………………...………...
TBD, Nursery Caregiver………………………………...………………………..……………………………………………………….

Faith Church Council
Jim Carpenter - Chairperson
Lisa Vrabec - Recorder
Keith Atherholt
Hillary Hofstrom
Chip Lamade
Sheila Lomax
Mike Steinbacher
Christina Wright
Paul Zimmerer

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Connection - Orange Spotlight
Happy New Year! During January, we look to the Bible trusting that God continues to teach us
every day. Our preschoolers will be reminded each week that Jesus wants to be their friend
forever as they listen to parables that Jesus told about his love for us and how we can live by that
love. We are excited for story time! Our elementary school children will be discussing SELF
CONTROL which is a fruit of the spirit. We will make connections between self control and the
character of God to show it is important and how we can gain it. We will look to the Bible to
remind the kids that keeping control over our temper and using words wisely are examples of
acting with self control for those who have been given knowledge of God’s truth. If we know
God, we should reflect God! We are so excited to worship Jesus together in 2022!

Marion Handley
Director of Children’s Ministries
mhandley@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Kid Connection Serving Team Schedule For January and February 2022
Team 1: Betsy &/or Dave Bjorkman, Jenn/Karli Larson, Lori Parke, Shawn Coles
Team 2: Ryan Tira, Amy Tucker, Kim Rakestraw, Julia/Lydia Edler
Team 3: Danielle or Matt Harris, Carrie Knapp, Cherie Wurster, Jamie Burns & Lilly
Team 4: Susan Ravert, Lisa Good, Tiffany Feigles
Team 5: Rachel/Chris Knipe, Tessa Little, Lauren Caputo, Sandrina Womer
Team 6: Brenda Clouser, Chelsea Howe, EvieLynn Perry, Kristi Michael
Team 7: Crystal Miller, Brigitte Wright, Chelsea Burkholder, Chris Meckbach
Team 8: Andrea Lucas, Julie Vogel, Beth Jones, Pamela/Riley/Cameron Nelson

1/02
1/09
1/16
1/23
1/30

Team 5*
Team 6
Team 7
Team 8
Team 1*

2/06
2/13
2/20
2/27

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5

* Most of our Kid Connection classes will NOT meet on these Sundays. If you are currently scheduled to serve in Kid
Connection on January 2 or January 30 and expect to have several older children with you, please contact Marion Handley
about switching weeks.

Faith Church Nursery Schedule
1/2 - Erica Yoder

1/9 - Linda Lloyd

1/16 - Dayna Comitz

1/23 - Erin Heap

1/30 - Hillary Hofstrom

Seeking Nursery Caregivers
As our nursery ministry continues to grow, we are seeking to hire several paid caregivers who will serve our families by
providing quality care for infants and toddlers during the 8:15 and 9:45 worship services each week. These individuals will lead
a team of rotating volunteers, welcome new families, and ensure our facility is clean and safe. Interested applicants should
contact Marion Handley.

Thank You!

Kid Connection Health & Safety

Thank you to ALL who served in children’s ministry in 2021
from Nursery and Kid Connection, to Friday Fun, and special
events! Your willingness to serve makes our ministry
possible, allowing us to continue to reach children with the
good news of Christ’s love even in the midst of another year
marked by the Coronavirus pandemic. We have an amazing
team!

As we worship together in 2022, please keep in mind the
health and safety of our Kid Connection teachers and other
attending families in deciding whether to join us on a
Sunday. Lessons can be viewed online through links from
our FB group in the event that you need to stay home due
to illness. Although we all remain acutely aware of the
impact of Covid in our community, this time of year we
always expect kids to catch colds, the flu, and various
stomach ailments. Please remember to keep your child
home if they have a runny nose, cough, upset stomach or
have not been fever free without medication for at least 24
hours.

Upward Basketball
We are getting excited about Upward Basketball! We have
over 200 kids signed up to play and games begin January 22!
In order to ensure a quality experience for those kids and
their families we need additional folks to sign up to serve. If
you are interested in being a referee please sign up online
using the link below and then click on Volunteer.
https://registration.upward.org/UPW81191/volunteer
We are also seeking folks willing to serve as scorekeepers
and in other roles during Saturday games. Volunteers could
serve just one Saturday during the 8 week season or choose
to commit several weeks to join us. If you have any
questions or need additional information, please contact
Pastor Bryce at Northway Church at 724-972-5655 or
Pastorbrycejgrieco@gmail.com .
Stay tuned for additional information regarding summer
2022!
Upward basketball practices begin the week of January 3.
Be on the lookout for messages from your child’s coach for
their specific practice night.

Vacation Bible School 2022
We plan to host Vacation Bible School Sunday, June 19Thursday, June 23 evenings 6-8:30 pm. This year our theme
is Make Waves! Join us for a fun-filled week learning that
what you do today can change the world around you. We’ll
explore what it means to live confidently because we are
loved by God and how that truth shapes us and the world
around us. Interested in helping to plan VBS or in leading an
activity such as Games, Bible, or Snack? Join us for a brief
meeting on February 13 in Large Group Room 21
immediately following the 9:45 service. Please contact
Marion Handley with questions.
Stay tuned for additional information regarding summer
2022!

FSM - FAITH STUDENT MINISTRY
FSM 6:8 - Grades 6-8 - Sundays from 4:00-6:00 pm
FSM 9:12 - Grades 9-12 - Sundays from 5:30-7:30 pm

Christian Calehuff
FSM Team Leader
fsm@faithum.net
Text - 570-916-1429

Happy New Year everyone! We here at FSM just wanted to reach out and say what a wonderful season
we just had and thank you all for your support.
This past year we had lots of weekly lessons on how we can walk with Christ. FSM is also having a once
a month family and friends gathering that includes games, food and fellowship. This is a place we can
introduce someone new to our youth ministry. It’s also an opportunity for students here at Faith who
have never explored FSM to meet some of their peers here at the church.
As a parent, you may want to explore what is behind the scenes and this monthly time together gives
an opportunity for us to get to know each other. It may even develop into you joining our amazing
team. No pressure, just lots of fun which is building lasting relationships with everyone involved.
The FSM leaders are looking forward to our new lessons and the quality time with our students this up
coming season. We are also looking forward to meeting new people as we continue to do our monthly
friends and family gatherings. Deepening our walk with our Lord is something we can all do together.
Thanks Faith Church for all your support and prayers!

45 Students Attended the Christmas Party in December.

GROW/SERVE
Want to Dive Deeper into the New January Sermon Series?
• Mixed Community Group - We strive to have as many people as possible in a community

Deb Ottenmiller
Dir. Of Group Life & Assimilation
dottenmiller@faithum.net
570-368-2459
Text-570-244-7002

group to help them GROW. Come and join this new group at the church, Tuesday, January 4
in the Student Ministries Room from 6:30-8:00 pm. This group is wide open: married or
single, young or old! All are welcome! Questions? Contact Michelle/Larry Eckert at 412-9965070.
• Beating Burnout Discussion Group - This group will meet each Monday morning for 4
weeks, beginning January 10 from 9:30-10:30 am in Faith Café. Our time together will be
talking about life application of the current sermon series. All are welcome to join us.
Questions? Contact Deb at 570-244-7002. (Children at home? No worries, bring them along
with something to do and we can set up an area for them close by.)
• Emerge Mixed Community Group - Beginning Wednesday, January 12 this group will also
discuss Beating Burnout. Meet in Room 10 on campus at 6:30 pm. We will be using notes
geared toward the sermon AFTER Pastor Larry’s sermons. Contact is Tara Crebs at 570-9713018 or taracrebs@yahoo.com.

Pizza with the Pastor on January 16 in the
Café Area
Whether you’re new to Faith Church or have been connecting with us for some time, and desire to know what
we’re about, join Pastor Larry and others for Pizza with the
Pastor. You’ll hear a little about our story, and the ways God
is working in and through our church. You’ll also have an opportunity to learn how you can get involved and next steps
to take. Most of all, we'll get to know each other, and we
can't think of a better way to do that than with pizza! Please
register your family's attendance on your Connect Card so
that we make sure to have plenty of food and drink. Questions? Contact Diane in the church office 570-368-2459.

Baptism During Worship on January 16
Interested in baptism for yourself or your children? Please
contact the church office at office@faithum.net to set up a
time to meet with Pastor Larry.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE/LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT/OUTREACH
Christmas Offering
Faith Church, thank you for once again displaying the gift of generosity! 100% of this Christmas offering
will go to two important ministries:
1. ) Dwell Orphan Care
2. ) Volunteers in Mission (VIM)
The final amount of our Christmas offering will be announced soon. Thank you so much for your
generosity as we give the gift of life, health, resources and love in the name of Jesus Christ.
Joseph Shimko
Director of
Congregational Care &
Leadership Development
jshimko@faithum.net
570-932-0371

Angel Tree
Thank you to all who either purchased and wrapped gifts or purchased gift cards. The ornaments flew
off the tree! You helped provide a Merry Christmas to students and their families in the Montoursville
Area School District.

Leadership Development

Above are donations from the staff at the
Williamsport Home for the Harvest of
Hope Backpack Program. A BIG thank you
to Dawnette Shobert, Coordinator and
the rest of the staff!

Become an Influencer by Phil Stevenson - 5 Things
Anyone Can Do to Lead Effectively.
Influence is a critical component of leadership.
Those we train to be leaders must understand the
significant role influence plays in leading people.
Because people respond much more readily to
those they trust, effective leaders must spend a
great deal of time gaining the trust of the people
they want to influence. Influence is a by-product of
trust.
Influence is the power to affect others positively or
negatively. Everybody has some influence, but the
scope may vary. Some people influence thousands,
some dozens, others only one or two. It is not the
scope but the significance of the effects that matter.
Never allow yourself or the people you teach to ask,
“Do I have influence?” They do! Instead they should
ask, “How will I utilize the influence I have?”

CURRENTNEW
SERMON
SERIES SERIES FOR JANUARY
SERMON

January 09 - It’s Been a Year . . . or Two
God sympathizes with us when we’re depressed or burned out and cares for us.

January 16 - Beating Burnout Practice 1 - Lament
Lament helps us bring our burnout into conversation with God. It grows our intimacy with God.

January 23 - Beating Burnout Practice 2 - Gratitude
Gratitude, even over the smallest of things, looks at our circumstances through God’s goodness, and not the other way around.

January 30 - Beating Burnout Practice 3 - Humility
Another practice to restore us in the midst of burnout and fatigue is humility.
Recent years have been full of challenges, and many people have been left feeling burned-out. The prolonged stress of the
pandemic, uncertainty, change, and loss has taken a toll on all of us. This four-week series helps us understand burnout and
invites us to trust the Bible’s promises, wisdom, and practical insight to help us beat it.

Faith United Methodist Church

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:30 pm
Closed Daily from 12:30-1:00 pm
Phone #: 570-368-2459
Email: office@faithum.net
Web: www.faithum.net Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithmontoursville

If you would like to receive the newsletter (in color!) via email, please contact the church office.
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