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VBS
MAKE WAVES

Our Mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
Our Focus: Reaching the next person for Jesus and God’s Kingdom
Our Vision: Deeply Devoted Followers of Jesus, Making God’s Kingdom Real

FAITH STORIES FROM MAY
The Cast of Back to the Cross, the Spring musical
performed by the Praise Kids of Faith Church.
Great job!

CONFIRMATION 2022

Confirmation Class 2022 - L to R: Morgan Hood, Paige Rosenbaum, McKenna Hakes, Alexis Swain, Noah Kirby, Logan Kirby, Dawson Morse,
Simon Dietrich, Cole Snyder, David Bjorkman, Hailey Shannon and Elyse Boyle.

BAPTISM
Whether in a swimming pool, in the Sanctuary, or in the Faith Community Center, these Confirmation students
were baptized into faith through Faith Church. L to R: David Bjorkman, Logan Kirby, Noah Kirby, Dawson Morse
and Hailey Shannon.

ROOTED GROUPS

“And let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25

WOMEN’S GATHERING

Women’s Gathering in Faith Café - prayer, snacks
and how to make and nourish good friendships.

THE VIEW FROM HERE
We Are Becoming…
As your Lead Pastor, our staff and church council have made a commitment to build a culture of
“we.” Over the next months and even several years (becoming and building a culture takes time),
it is our hearts’ desire to increase the number of meaningful friendships in the life of the
congregation.
According to Facebook, I have over 1,800 friends. I know that’s not really true. That simply means
that, at some point, either I recognized that I have the tiniest thing in common with, or they
recognized it, someone made a friend request, and after a minimal amount of checking to make
sure neither of us was a Russian bot, we accepted each other as friends. As a recent commercial
for Esurance stated it, “That’s not how any of this works.”
The truth is, we were all created for deep meaningful connections, deep meaningful relationships,
including friendships. And like all other relationships, friendships take work and time and grace
and truth. In his book, Befriend, Pastor Scott Sauls writes:

Larry L. Leland
Lead Pastor
lleland@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Real friends not only agree but disagree; real friends not only applaud each other’s
strengths but challenge each other’s weaknesses; real friends not only enjoy life together but struggle through life
together; real friends not only praise one another but apologize to and forgive one another; real friends not only
rally around their points of agreement but love and learn from their points of disagreement. When this happens –
when friendship grows beyond one dimension to many dimensions – a poverty of friendship is replaced by a
richness of friendship.
Every church says they are friendly. In my years as a pastor and as a district superintendent, I have never heard a church
describe itself as anything but friendly. But, more than friendly, we need friends. My hope is that, each of us could find at
least a part of our ‘tribe’ or our ‘people’ here at Faith Church. Not in ways that add one more thing to our overcrowded lives,
but that enrich our lives in ways that make the investment of time and work and truth and grace worthwhile.
In the next several months, keep an eye out for gatherings that will be casual and simple and for no other purpose than to
allow us to grow in relationship with one another. But I don’t have all the ideas, and neither can our staff and council have all
the ideas. Email me at lleland@faithum.net with your thoughts on how we can increase the number of meaningful
friendships in the life of the congregation.
Together in Christ,
PL

Preschool News
Over the past 5 years, Stephanie Bower has been one of our
Preschool 3 teachers. The time has come for her to venture
onto new opportunities, and we wish her all the best. She
has made a lasting impression with her students and will
surely be missed. During this time of transition, we have
been blessed that Kate Meckbach will begin the Preschool 3
Lead teacher position this coming Fall. Kate has taught with
Stephanie the past three years. Faith Preschool would like to
welcome Rachel LeFever as she is joining our teaching
team! Mrs. LeFever has been part of the Faith Preschool
family as one of our substitute teachers and we are happy to
now have her as one of our regular Preschool 3 teachers! We
will be busy planning this summer for a fun and exciting
school year.

The Church Office will be closing
at noon on Fridays for the summer.

Faith Church Staff

Faith Church Council

Larry L. Leland, Lead Pastor……………………………………………..……….………………….….lleland@faithum.net
Joseph Shimko, Dir. of Congregational Care & Leadership Development……….jshimko@faithum.net
Jim Anthony, Facilities Assistant…………………………………..…………………….jim_anthonysr@comcast.net
Christian Calehuff, FSM Team Leader…………………………………..…………………….…..……fsm@faithum.net
Diane Dunlap, Office Administrator......................................................................office@faithum.net
Lisa Konkle, Choral Coordinator/Organist...........................................................lkonkle@faithum.net
Deb Lindner, Voices of Faith Accompanist ………………………………….…..……………..dndlindner@epix.net
Kristen Lowe, Tech Director .................................................................................klowe@faithum.net
Maureen McBride, Finance Secretary…………………………………………………..……...finance@faithum.net
David Miller, Facilities Manager …………………………………...………………..................dmiller@faithum.net
Deb Ottenmiller, Director of Group Life & Assimilation.............................dottenmiller@faithum.net
Mason Neiman, Director of Worship & Creative Arts.....................................mneiman@faithum.net
Shannon Perrotta, Interim Director of Children’s Ministries ……...…...………....sperrotta@faithum.net
Jody Robinson, Treasurer………………………………………………………….……………...…treasurer@faithum.net
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Lisa Vrabec - Recorder
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Hillary Hofstrom
Chip Lamade
Sheila Lomax
Mike Steinbacher
Christina Wright
Paul Zimmerer

FAITH STUDENT MINISTRIES
Hello Faith Church,
Boy, I cannot believe a year has gone by leading our youth ministry. It seems like just a few months
ago I started my new position as FSM Team Leader. A lot of awesome things have been experienced
over this past season. It has been an honor to work with the children and lead with our wonderful
youth leaders.
From the leadership, we want to say how much enjoyment comes from building relationships with our
Christian Calehuff
students.
FSM Team Leader
In each of our small groups we are building trust that will have a lasting impact on their life. Being
fsm@faithum.net
Godly people who encourage them to walk as Christians in this world is part of our mission. All this
Text - 570-916-1429
work is helping them to be disciples for our Lord’s Kingdom.
At FSM we just did not do biblical studies. We had tons of great dinners provided by the members of our church congregation.
A huge thank you goes out to all who helped prepare and serve meals and clean up. This new aspect of joining both the high
school and middle school groups was a wonderful way to interact with both groups and enjoy a meal together.
We also had some special activities outside of the church building. During this time together, leaders and students deepened
our connection with each other. Just being a friend or big brother/sister while watching a movie, bowling, or listening to music
provided opportunities to do life with each other. We would like to thank everybody that made these activities happen and all
of you who helped with the costs. We are trying to plan some more group activities for this upcoming summer and next school
year. So be on the lookout on our Facebook page or within the bulletin.
Lastly, I personally want to thank all the leaders, helpers and ministers. I certainly could not have done a fraction of this
without you. Your time, talents and touch made a huge difference in so many ways. What a blessing it has been being part of
this ministry. I am confident that God will be doing great things with these works!

Keep Watching the Newsletter
and Weekly Bulletins for
Summer FSM Activities!

CONGREGATIONAL CARE/OUTREACH
Family Promise Host Week

Joseph Shimko
Director of
Congregational Care &
Leadership Development
jshimko@faithum.net
570-932-0371

Thank you so much to everyone who helped provide meals
for our Family Promise host week. You helped provide
meals for six families. We even had several Rooted small
groups make meals. Even though we still aren't providing
housing for the families currently cared for by Family
Promise at Faith Church, we are hopeful in the coming
months the opportunity to spend more quality time with
the families being cared for by Family Promise will become
available. Mark your calendars, Faith Church's next host
week is Sunday, Aug 7 - Saturday, Aug 13 so prayerfully
consider how you or your small group will help.

Congregational Care
Team Meeting
Mark Your Calendar: Sunday,
Aug 7 will be our rescheduled
meeting for the team to meet.
We hope everyone who is
interested in being a part of
caring for the members of
Faith Church will check it out.
We are on this journey of life
together.

MUSIC MINISTRY
The Neimans Have Landed!

Mason Neiman
Director of Worship &
Creative Arts
mneiman@faithum.net
570-368-2459

We are slowly but surely settling in to our new PA life! I (Mason) am thoroughly enjoying my new
role as the Director of Worship and Creative Arts here at Faith Church, Jessica has begun as a
social worker at Shikellamy Middle School, and our three kiddos (Naomi, Edith, and Charlie) are
loving school already (they’ll also have you know that school lunches in PA are far superior to
those in North Carolina!). We are so appreciative to those who reached out and blessed us in so
many ways through our move, including feeding us when we hadn’t found the grocery store yet!
Looking at life ahead, I am excited to join the team in helping lead our worship together. God has
been so gracious to us, and I have the gift of facilitating our response to that graciousness. That
said, if there are any folks out there who have ever thought of joining the worship team in any
capacity, feel free to reach out. I’d love to chat with you.
I look forward to getting to know you all . . . though give me some time to learn your names!
Peace to you.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Connection - Orange Spotlight
In June we will learn that we were created in God’s image. God sent Jesus to show us the best
way to be human, but God knew we’d need help. That’s why God sent us the Holy Spirit. With the
power of the Spirit, we can produce fruit that points others to Jesus. Every month, kids discover
something about God’s character and how they can reflect or respond to that character because
they are created in God’s image. We will learn to make waves and learn that what you do today
can change the world around you! In our preschool class we are going to be teaching them that
Shannon Perrotta
they, too, can Make Waves when they choose kindness—as well as love, joy, peace, patience, Interim Dir. of Children’s Ministries
sperrotta@faithum.net
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Most importantly, we want them to know
570-368-2459
that Jesus is there to help them choose these things. Because when Jesus is my friend forever,
Jesus can help me do everything!

Kid Connection Serving Team Schedule For June-July 2022
Team 1: Betsy &/or Dave Bjorkman, Jenn/Karli Larson, Lori Parke
Team 2: Ryan Tira, Amy Tucker, Kim Rakestraw, Julia/Lydia Edler
Team 3: Danielle or Matt Harris, Carrie Knapp, Cherie Wurster, Jamie Burns & Lilly
Team 4: Susan Ravert, Lisa Good, Tiffany Feigles
Team 5: Rachel/Chris Knipe, Tessa Little, Sandrina Womer
Team 6: Brenda Clouser, Chelsea Howe, EvieLynn Perry, Kristi Michael
Team 7: Crystal Miller, Brigitte Wright, Chelsea Burkholder, Chris Meckbach
Team 8: Andrea Lucas, Julie Vogel, Pamela/Riley/Cameron Nelson

6/05
6/12
6/19
6/26

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5

7/03
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

Team 6
Team 7
Team 8
Team 1
Nursery & 2s/3s Only

Faith Church Nursery Schedule
6/5-Shelby Kurtz/Erica Blake 6/12-Shelby Kurtz/Ashley Wool 6/19-Joni Perchinski/Katie Farley 6/26-Erin Heap/Kitty Hofer

Vacation Bible School 2022
Vacation Bible School will begin on Sunday, June 19
and run through Thursday, June 23 evenings from
6-8:30 pm. This year our theme is Make Waves! Join us
for a fun filled week learning that what you do today
can change the world around you. We’ll explore what
it means to live confidently because we are loved by
God, and how that truth shapes us and the world around us. Interested in serving? Contact Shannon Perrotta (email above) or
Jackie Bragunier at jackiebvbs@gmail.com.
Register: Registration is now open! Register online from the church website at https://www.faithum.net/vbs or
scan the QR code here. Children Age 4-Grade 5 are eligible to sign up!
Give: We rely on donations of food and other various items every year for VBS. This year we are in need of
individually prepackaged snacks to feed all of our children for 5 days as well as many other items from the list
below. VBS donations may be placed on the donation table in the church lobby. Another way to give: sponsor the cost of a
child to attend VBS by visiting https://www.faithum.net/giving or Text VBS to 84321 and select “VBS T-shirts or Greatest Need”
Current Donations Needed: prepackaged snacks (goldfish, granola bars, pretzels, etc.), quart size bags, gallon size bags, wax
paper, clear liquid school glue, shaving cream, and rubber bands. These items can be dropped off to the table in the Narthex/
Lobby.

Crew Leader Meeting for
Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School Bulletin
Board

We’re asking all Crew Leaders, who
weren’t able to attend the May 22nd
meeting, to meet in Large Group
Room 21 in the Children’s Wing
immediately following the 9:45
worship service on June 5! Please
let Jackie know if you’ll be attending
by
emailing
her
at
jackiebvbs@gmail.com.
Get ready to Make Waves!!

Hey everybody! Check out the VBS bulletin
board in the Fairview Drive Wing. Just pick
a fish, purchase the item(s) and return
them to the table in the Lobby. Let’s Make
Waves together!!

The
2022
Summer
Conference Camps and
Retreats are Now Listed
Online - Register Today!
The Susquehanna Conference Camp
and Retreat Ministries provides
opportunities
for
authentic
relationships with Jesus, experienced
in community, and in the beauty of
God's creation. To register your
child(ren) and to see a list of all the
opportunities
check
out
https://www.susumcamps.org/! To
inquire about what scholarships may
be available through Faith UMC,
please contact the Faith church office
at 570-368-2459.

JUST FOR KIDS
COLOR THE SHAPES ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER.
1. YELLOW 2. RED
3. GREEN
4. BLUE
Bring your picture to church with you and hand it in to Mr. George when you
come to Kid Connection. It will be hung up on display.

NAME _____________________________ AGE __________________

Just for Fun
• Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the
•
•
•
•

Bible? David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.
How does Paul make his coffee? Hebrews it.
What animal could Noah not trust? Cheetah.
Which Bible character had no parents? Joshua, son of
Nun.
Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark? Because Noah
was standing on the deck.

• Who was the biggest sinner in the Bible? Moses. He broke all

10 commandments at once.
• Who was the smartest man in the Bible? Abraham. He knew

a Lot.
• Knock, knock. Who's there? Atch. Atch who? God bless you.

Do you need a tissue?
• Why can’t Jesus wear necklaces? Because He breaks every
chain.

GROW/SERVE
Fellowship Team Needs YOU!

Summer Gatherings of Faith Church

We have urgent openings on the 4th week of
each month for team members.
Position Description: LOVING what you do
as you serve others by making coffee,
staging snacks, and cleaning up after
Fellowship Time. Training is provided. To
join the team – contact Lisa Vrabec at
570-419-8579.
Also, snacks are needed every week. Please
feel free to grab something extra at the
store (salty or sweet) and drop it by the
church kitchen.

As we continue to develop a culture of Me to We as a
Church, I was thinking – do you remember Come to the
Table? How we as a church gathered in large and small
groupings and experienced community?
So what could it look like if you or I and another
family/friend hosted a fun gathering to build into Faith
Church community? Maybe host a cookout, game
night, or just to hang out. Host for people you know
Deb Ottenmiller
Dir. of Group Life
well, are acquaintances with, or people that you would
and Assimilation
like to get to know! Doesn’t that sound like fun? What
dottenmiller@faithum.net
a great way to bless someone else and build into
570-368-2459
community. Let me know if you need help with ideas.
Text-570-244-7002

Pizza and Game Night in Faith Café
th

•

Friday, July 15 at 6:00 pm
 Pizza (free) at 6:00 pm
 Games from 6:30-8:00 pm
• Just bring yourselves and your favorite indoor games - everyone welcome
• Come and go as you please
 Entrance on Fairview Drive side only
PRE-REGISTER on Sign-up Genius (we want to get enough pizza) at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0845AAAF23A7FC1-pizza or 570-368-2459.

When?
Where?
Why?
What?

Baptism During Worship
on June 26
Interested in baptism for yourself or
your children? Please contact the
church office at office@faithum.net
to set up a time to meet with Pastor
Larry prior to the 26th.

Sunday, June 26 following the 9:45 Worship Service
Rear parking lot
Celebrate another successful Vacation Bible School
Food Trucks, Bouncy Houses, Fun, Fellowship

Little Miss Cupcakes/Whoopi Pies and Taco Bills will be serving between 11:00 am - 1:30 pm

Bouncy Houses from Outback Roos for all the kids!
Wouldn’t this be a great time to invite some friends to worship
with you and then hang out at the celebration together?
Help Needed
•
•
•

Set-up - 6 long tables and chairs for outside (20-30 minutes prior to 9:45 worship)
Tear-down (1:15-30ish for 20-30 minutes) following the celebration
If you can help, please contact Deb for details. As my mom used to say – many hands make light work.

ROOTED SERMON SERIES CONTINUES

June 5 - How Does God View Money?
Matthew 6:19-21, 25-34
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21

June 12 - Why and How Should I Tell Others?
I Peter3:15-16
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” I Peter 3:15

June 19 - Why Is the Church Important?
Romans 12:9-16
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness.
Colossians 6:2

Faith United Methodist Church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm and Friday, 8:00 am - Noon
(M-Th Closed 12:30-1:00 pm for Lunch)
Phone #: 570-368-2459
Email: office@faithum.net
Web: www.faithum.net Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithmontoursville
Have a Prayer Request? Call or email the office or fill out an online Connect Card on our website.

If you would like to receive the newsletter (in color!) via email, please contact the church office.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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