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Our Mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
Our Focus: Reaching the next person for Jesus and God’s Kingdom
Our Vision: Deeply Devoted Followers of Jesus, Making God’s Kingdom Real

3RD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATIONS - NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED
New Members
Patty Zehring, Eileen Spring and
Kelly Howell joined the church
on October 23. We look
forward to connecting, growing,
serving and going together in
Christ, that in everything, God
may be glorified.
Bible Presentations
We had the privilege to present
Bibles to many of our 3rd grade
students in October! If your
child was not able to participate
or is in need of a Bible, please
contact Marion Handley.

PRESCHOOL
Faith Preschool is in full swing! We have been busy meeting new friends and
learning lots. Left: Here is a family project we worked on and put together.
Below: Preschool appreciates Pastor Larry!

Faith Church Staff
Larry L. Leland, Lead Pastor……………………………………………..……….………………….….lleland@faithum.net
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Marion Handley, Director of Children’s Ministries ……...…...……………………....mhandley@faithum.net
Beth Jones, Director of Harvest of Hope……………………………………………..harvestofhope@faithum.net
Lisa Konkle, Choral Coordinator/Organist...........................................................lkonkle@faithum.net
Shelby Kurtz, Nursery Caregiver………………………………………………………………..shelbk2018@icloud.com
Deb Lindner, Voices of Faith Accompanist ………………………………….…..……………..dndlindner@epix.net
Kristen Lowe, Tech Director .................................................................................klowe@faithum.net
Maureen McBride, Finance Secretary…………………………………………………..……...finance@faithum.net
David Miller, Facilities Manager …………………………………...………………..................dmiller@faithum.net
Deb Ottenmiller, Director of Group Life & Assimilation.............................dottenmiller@faithum.net
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Faith Church Council
Jim Carpenter - Chairperson
Lisa Vrabec - Recorder
Keith Atherholt
Hillary Hofstrom
Chip Lamade
Sheila Lomax
Susan Marshall
Mike Steinbacher

THE VIEW FROM HERE
He made the moon to mark the seasons, and the sun knows when to go down.
Psalm 104:19 NIV
Of the myriad things that I love about living in this part of the world, the beauty of the changing
seasons is perhaps top of the list. One of my favorite things to do on a morning off this time of year
is simply to drive north on Route 87 to World’s End State Park. The drive itself, along the Loyalsock
Creek, is beautiful enough to lead me to pull over from time to time and just take it all in. Arriving at
the park, I leave my car in the lot and have spent hours simply sitting on a rock beside the creek to
see the beauty as summer turns to fall. Even that gives glimpses of the winter that will lead to new
life in the spring.
Larry L. Leland
Lead Pastor
lleland@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Autumn is a season of letting go. Winter is a season of rest. Spring is a season of rebirth. Summer is
a season of abundance. What if we looked at our lives in terms of this rhythm of renewal – letting
go, rest, rebirth and abundance?

This year, I may be thinking of seasons a bit more than usual. This weekend, I will celebrate my 50 th
birthday, though the kind lady who cut my hair last week thought by my gray hair I may already be
retired. When one turns 50, there is an appropriate tendency to pause and reflect on the seasons of life. There is something to
be said about having lived half a century, with the better part of another half century, God willing, in front of you.
I have learned a good deal in 50 years on this earth, more than half of those spent in Christian ministry. Some of that came by
formal education. Some of that came through life experience, learning how to be a son, a husband, a father and a friend in
different seasons not only of my life, but of those that I love. Some came through work, walking with three different
congregations as a pastor and a season as a judicatory leader overseeing many pastors and congregations. And some came in
the quiet moments alongside the creek, when God and I have had many conversations about life and pain, joy and heartache,
purpose and people.
And now, fully immersed in the season, I realize that there is still so much to learn. What to let go. How to rest. What does
rebirth look like? Where can I see abundance all around me? That learning, that letting go, and that looking forward are a gift
that God has given me in this season. I hope that each of you can find it as well.
In Christ,
Pastor Larry

All Saints Remembrance

Time Change - Sunday, November 6, 2022

On Sunday, November 6, Faith Church will celebrate All
Saints Day. We will take an opportunity to give thanks for
all those who have gone before us in the faith over the past
year from our congregation. Please join us for this very
special time of remembering Mark Hull, Freda Baver,
Margaret Boyer, Ayden Micah Winnie, William Lee, Sr.,
Alexander Basil, Jr., James Francis, Fred Gilbert, Harold
Karge, Leonard “Bud” Dykins, Earl Good, Dottie Dangle,
Joe Cesa, Bonnie Lee, Ronald Hess, and Connie Myers.

Church Conference 2022 – Monday, November 7, at 6:00 pm
In the United Methodist Church, a church conference is an annual meeting, and ours will be held this year on Monday,
November 27 at 6:00 pm in the FCC (Faith Community Center). This annual business and vision meeting for the congregation
completes important business for the church, including setting the pastor’s salary package, electing officers for the coming
year and other yearly tasks. But this is about more than just voting on a few business items. It is about setting the tone for
ministry for the coming year and getting a glimpse of the vision that God has for 2023. While membership is required to vote
on the congregational business, everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.
Any questions about the church conference process, don’t hesitate to contact Pastor Larry.

Confirmation

Hanging of the Greens

Confirmation, an experience including classes, mentoring
and exploring faith, is right around the corner for students
who are in 7th grade and up. We will be starting classes in
January, but we will be having an orientation meeting for
students and parents on December 11 at 11:00 am in Room
10. If you plan on being a part of Confirmation or are
interested and want to learn more about the process,
please email Pastor Larry at lleland@faithum.net to RSVP
for the orientation meeting.

Join us on Sunday, November 20, from 6-8:00 pm as we
prepare the way for our Advent and Christmas celebrations
by decorating Faith Church. Everyone is invited to come and
share in fun and fellowship as we decorate the Sanctuary,
Faith Café and FCC for the holidays. Trees will be trimmed,
wreaths will be hung, and laughter will be heard as we
prepare for a season of Joyful Expectations. Hot chocolate
and cookies will be provided, so please mark your calendar
and your Connect Card in November.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Connection - Orange Spotlight
This November our preschoolers will be learning about thankfulness as they explore the Bible
together! They will meet Elijah and a widow, Nehemiah, and some of Moses’ helpers named
Aaron and Hur. Meanwhile, our elementary age group will continue their year long overview of
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation with lessons about Joshua, Samuel, David, Daniel, and
Esther. The focus of our November elementary materials will be COURAGE. We define courage as
being brave enough to do what you should do even if you are afraid. We can trust God and hold
on because He is with us even when we are scared or the task feels impossible. Thank you for
sharing your kids with us as we explore God’s true Word together!

Marion Handley
Dir. of Children’s Ministries
mhandley@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Kid Connection Serving Team Schedule For NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2022
Team 1: Betsy &/or Dave Bjorkman, Jenn Larson, Linda Lloyd
Team 2: Ryan Tira, Amy Tucker, Kim Rakestraw, Julia/Lydia Edler
Team 3: Danielle or Matt Harris, Carrie Knapp, Cherie Wurster, Jamie Burns & Lilly
Team 4: Susan Ravert, Lisa Good, Tiffany Feigles, Taylor Stark, Kim Winters
Team 5: Rachel/Chris Knipe, Tessa Little, Sandrina Womer, Jenna LoCricchio
Team 6: Brenda Clouser, Chelsea Howe, EvieLynn Perry, Kristi Michael
Team 7: Crystal Miller, Brigitte Wright, Chelsea Burkholder, Chris Meckbach
Team 8: Andrea Lucas, Julie Vogel, Pamela/Riley/Cameron Nelson
11/6-Katie Farley/Kitty Hofer

Faith Church Nursery Schedule
11/13-TBD
11/20-Joni Perchinski

11/06
11/13
11/20
11/27

Team 6
Team 7
Team 8
Team 1

12/04
12/11
12/18
12/25

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
No KC or Nursery

11/27-Erin Heap

Kid Connection and Serving

Upward Basketball

Kid Connection Serving During Holiday Seasons
Thank you to all who serve in Kid Connection so that all
of our kids have a safe and nurturing environment in
which to hear God’s Word! Kid Connection does operate
throughout the holiday season in order to welcome
guests and remain faithful in sharing the good news of
Jesus with our youngest attenders. As we approach the
busy season between Thanksgiving and New Year’s,
please be proactive in swapping serving dates early if
you expect to be traveling on your scheduled serving
date.
If you aren’t already serving and would like to, please
contact Marion. Teens are welcome too!

To give kids an opportunity to play basketball and hear about
Jesus, we need many volunteers to coach, referee, set up and run
the league. There are many ways to be part of this exciting
ministry.
1. We need coaches and assistant coaches who lead a team
through practice and devotions once a week and on
Saturday for their games.
2. We need referees who volunteer to ref 1 or more games on
a Saturday morning or afternoon.
3. We need a set-up crew on Friday evenings and a clean-up
crew on Saturday afternoon.
4. We need someone to organize the concession stand and
volunteers willing to give an hour or two to help run it on
Saturdays.
5. We need people to run the game clock and keep score.
6. We need folks who are willing to lead a short devotion time
for the parents during the intermission of the basketball
games.
7. We are looking for someone who is willing to help plan and
lead a celebration event at the end of the league.
The season does not begin until January, so you have plenty of
time to plan for it. But we ask that you start signing up now as we
need to fill these spots in advance to ensure we can have another
great season for the kids.
Please see Ryan Tira or Barb Leland if you have any questions
about how to get involved.
If you are interested in being a coach or a referee, please go to
the following link and sign up officially.
https://registration.upward.org/UPW82854/volunteer

Bible Memory Challenge
Throughout November we are working together to
memorize God’s Word! We believe that we grow in
faith from reading and hearing God’s Word in the Bible
and we want to put these life giving truths and promises
into the minds and hearts of our children so they can
share them with others and recall them when they feel
anxious, worried, or afraid. Kids who memorize verses
will receive prizes. Kids can recite verses to Marion
Handley or their Kid Connection teacher. Questions?
Contact Marion.

Attention: New Traffic Pattern for Kid
Connection Dismissal
A new traffic pattern begins in the Children’s Wing on
November 6. In order to minimize crowding by the
bathrooms and create a single direction traffic flow we
are asking all families to exit the FCC at 9:45 through the
rear doors and travel though Faith Café and down the
hallway past the main office when picking children up
on Sundays. Parents of K-5 children can line up single
file at Large Group Room 21 doors against the wall with
the three windows to wait for your child to be called.
Parents of younger children please go to the classroom
door as always. If you have children in multiple age
groups you may pick up in any order but please join the
line for Room 21 rather than bypassing it and
approaching the door. Questions? Contact Marion.

FAITH STUDENT MINISTRIES
FSM 6:8 - Grades 6-8 - Sundays from 4:00-6:00 pm
FSM 9:12 - Grades 9-12 - Sundays from 5:30-7:30 pm

Christian Calehuff
FSM Team Leader
fsm@faithum.net
Text - 570-916-1429

November Dates

November 6 & 13 - Lesson Nights
November 20 - Hanging of the Greens - 5:30-8:00 pm
November 27 - No FSM - Happy Thanksgiving!

Hello Faith Church!
What a joy it is to be in this beautiful fall season. Hopefully, we have now settled into the school schedule and the events that
surround this time of year. This should provide a little more grace in our routine.
For this season of FSM our routine has been taking shape. This year's group of kids are enjoying the time together and learning
how to live a Godly life. We would love to see more of our community's children join us. We’re hoping that with some of the
fall events ending we will see an increase of interest.
I am asking for all the parents and grandparents to talk to your families about the importance of the teachings we do at
FSM. Hopefully we can encourage more of our youth to try it out. I will be spending more time out in Faith Café before and
after the sermons to reach out and connect with our kids. If you see me or another leader please stop and inquire about
FSM. This is something we all have a part in if we want our children to have a relationship with Christ in our church's
ministry.
Our time at FSM is about learning God's desire for us and building relationships with others. This really is our church's mission
which is making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We do this in many different ways. One way we
just experienced was with our youth at Snyder’s Corn Maze. We had a total of 34 kids enjoying the outdoors and trying to find
their way through the maze. We roasted hot dogs and marshmallows around a fire, providing time to talk and connect with
each other.
FSM will be doing more group activities in the months to come. See our wonderful bulletin board for November's schedule
and more. During our next community service we will be providing some baked food hand out items for Sojourners
Ministry. Also, we will be providing helping hands for the Harvest of Hope and the Backpack Program.
Please take a look at the prayer requests located on our bulletin board and take one home to pray over. Thank you all for
taking the time to read this. You can all pray for FSM as we continue to build disciples, grow more Christ-like, strengthen God's
community and build His Kingdom.
Fun at the Corn Maze!

GO - HELPING THE COMMUNITY
Thanksgiving Baskets

Angel Tree Ministry

We are now collecting food and
monetary
donations
to
pack
Thanksgiving Baskets for our community
neighbors. This year we are taking a
HUGE leap of faith and including our
Fresh Express Neighbors in the collection
which could triple the amount of food needed! Food
donations can be dropped off in Faith Café now through
Thursday, November 17. Monetary donations can be
dropped off at the church office throughout the week.
Servants are needed to pack and deliver the baskets on
Sunday, November 20. We will begin packing right after the
9:45 worship service and begin delivery by 11:15 am.
Sign-up on the Connect Card will begin soon.
Items Needed: Canned Corn, Canned Green Beans, Canned
Cranberry Sauce, Canned Sweet Potatoes, Turkey Gravy,
boxed Stuffing Mix, Boxed Hot Chocolate, Instant Mashed
Potatoes, Box Cake or Brownie Mixes and Frosting, $20$25 Weis Gift Cards to purchase turkeys and dessert pies.
Contact is Julie Vogel at jv91804@yahoo.com. Thank you so
much for your support of this vital ministry!

Each year our church helps brighten the lives of
children in our Montoursville Area School
District by providing wrapped Christmas gifts to
those who may need a little extra help. Gift
suggestions will be on ornaments on the
Christmas tree at the Faith Café entrance to the FCC.
Feel free to take an ornament home, purchase the gift on
the ornament and return as a wrapped gift to the bins
provided near the tree. Ornaments will be available
beginning Sunday, November 20. We ask that wrapped gifts
be returned to the church no later than Sunday, December
18. Thank you for your participation!

Fresh
Express
Training

Backpack Food Donation Needs
Our Backpack Program is in full swing for the 2022-23 school
year. Already this year we have provided weekend
supplemental food every week for 120 students. Your
donations to this effort have been amazing….and…. until we
re-establish community connections and expand donation
sources, we will need your help to keep our shelves stocked
each month. Donated items can be placed in either of the
wooden bins at each of the main entrances of the church.
This month, donation needs are:
Soup : 95, Canned meat (Vienna Sausage, Spam): 46
12 oz. Cans of Chili: 119

GROW
November 6 Is Name Tag Sunday
We are hoping to grow relationship and build a culture of "we". So getting to know one another's
names is a really good step! To help us do that, you are invited to grab a name tag on the first
Sunday of each month. Let’s get to know one another a little better!

Women’s Gathering
The next Women’s Gathering is Wednesday, November
16 from 10-11:00 am in Faith Café. Please join us for a
time of discussion and fellowship. We will continue
learning about the Fruit of the Spirit, delving into LOVE.
Questions - call Michelle Eckert at 724-309-5742 or Deb
Rowles at 570-337-1149.

Deb Ottenmiller
Dir. of Group Life
and Assimilation
dottenmiller@faithum.net
570-368-2459
Text-570-244-7002

Calling All Moms!
All Moms are invited to a new group discussing Expect Something Beautiful - Finding God’s Good Gifts in Motherhood by Laura
Booz. We will be meeting Thursday evenings Nov 17, and December 15 at 6:00 pm at the Faith Café couches. We will be doing
a combination of in person and ZOOM meetings based on need. We will continue to meet January - May. Please reach out to
Jenna Clark at 570-506-0207 or Joy Barilla at jbarilla25@gmail.com with further questions!

Baptism on November 20
Interested in baptism for yourself or your children? Please contact the church office at office@faithum.net or 570-368-2459 to
set up a time to meet with Pastor Larry prior to the 20th.

Serving Opportunities for Christmas Eve
One of the best ways to grow your faith is to get involved. Awesome people volunteer on Christmas Eve at Faith Church: from
serving infants/toddlers under two, to greeting guests, usher, and run production. Even if you have never served before,
there’s a place for you. Discover what hundreds of other people have discovered: some may think at first that volunteering
requires something from you, but it actually does something good for you and through you. Why don’t you pray about where
you can serve?
In addition, we are seeking Team Co-Leaders for all four services. Please contact Deb Ottenmiller to talk about how this might
look for you!

Christmas Eve Service Opportunities - Saturday, December 24, 2021
In order to make our Christmas Eve worship experiences meaningful for all, especially the many guests we anticipate, we
need many folks willing to serve throughout the season. There is room for everyone to serve, even if you’ve never served
before. Below are specific needs.
Please check your availability and include this sheet as part of your offering, signup at the Guest Hub beginning in December,
or go to events on the Church Center App.

3:00 PM
4:30 PM
7:00 PM
9:00 PM

_______ HOSPITALITY TEAM SERVING
_______ HOSPITALITY TEAM SERVING
_______ HOSPITALITY TEAM SERVING
_______ HOSPITALITY TEAM SERVING

Name

Phone

Cell Phone

E-mail

Just a few of Faith Church’s Community Groups
meeting on campus and in private homes.

_______ NURSERY
_______ NURSERY

SERMON SERIES AND SAVE THE DATE
November 6
Journal

November 20
Contemplate

November 13
Picture It

Praise Kids
Christmas Musical
EMMANUEL
Sunday
December 11
3:00 pm

Faith United Methodist Church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm and Friday-8:00 am - Noon
(Closed Daily 12:30-1:00 pm for Lunch)
Phone #: 570-368-2459
Email: office@faithum.net
Web: www.faithum.net Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithmontoursville
Have a Prayer Request? Call or email the office or fill out an online Connect Card on our website.

If you would like to receive the newsletter (in color!) via email, please contact the church office.
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