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Our Mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World
Our Focus: Reaching the next person for Jesus and God’s Kingdom
Our Vision: Deeply Devoted Followers of Jesus, Making God’s Kingdom Real

OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND PICNIC

BACKPACK BLESSING

THE VIEW FROM HERE
Bless us, O Lord, as we linger over our cups,
and over this table laden with good things,
as we relish the delights of varied texture and flavor,
of aromas and savory spices, of dishes prepared as acts of love and blessing,
of sweet delights made sweeter by the communion of saints.
A Liturgy for Feasting with Friends
I don’t think it is a secret to anyone that I enjoy meals. As I continue through life, though, my
appreciation for meals with friends has grown dramatically. There is something about having a
gathering with friends – whether it be over snacks and Diet Coke to play cards, or a full harvest table
with everyone, including the table, dressed in their finest – that speaks to me of the kingdom of God.
As a matter of fact, I kind of picture heaven as a covered dish meal with food and company from
every tongue, tribe and nation. I look forward to that day when our deviled eggs and strawberry
pretzel salad are placed beside our Moroccan sister’s couscous with roasted vegetables, our brother’s
Spanish empanadas, and our friend’s delicious, Japanese nishimi stew.

Larry L. Leland
Lead Pastor
lleland@faithum.net
570-368-2459

I think Jesus has a similar picture of the kingdom. He says to his disciples, “I say to you that many will come from the east
and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 8:11)
Mind you, he does this while warning them not to be so quick to decide who’s in and who’s out, or they may be sorely
disappointed with the guest list. It is clear to me that, Jesus’ idea of the kingdom is a banquet, a feast, where people bring
what they have and share with one another, where folks receive one another and all of their quirks into their lives.
This year, as we continue to focus on building a culture of we, I want to encourage you to share a meal with someone who
hasn’t been around your table before. Maybe even someone you’ve never thought of sharing a meal with. Do so with no
agenda other than simply eating and listening and receiving. See what happens. I think Jesus just might show up to join you.
After all, we serve a risen Jesus who was made known to the disciples in the breaking of the bread.
See you at the table.
PL

Name Tag Sunday Is Coming in October!
If we are hoping to grow relationship and build this culture of "we," then getting to know one another's names is a really good
step. To help us do that, starting in October, you are invited to grab a name tag on the first Sunday of each month. Whether
you are brand new to Faith Church, or you have been here for decades, I guarantee that there are folks who haven't yet
learned your name. Name tags and markers will be present outside of worship for both services. What an opportunity to love
one another by getting to know one another a little better!

A Night of Worship, Hymns & Odes
On Wednesday, September 7 at 7:00 pm, Faith Church will host Jonathan
and Amanda Noël and their two children for a night of music.
Jonathan and Amanda Noël have spent nearly three decades sharing their
music through recordings and live events, performing in theaters and
leading worship in chapels. Passionate songwriters, some of their works
have appeared on Grammy and Dove award winning albums. They’ve been
pleased to write, perform, tour, and/or record with such diverse artists as
Andrew Peterson, Jars of Clay, Fernando Ortega, Kelly Minter, Charlie
Peacock, Andy Gullahorn, The Choir, Buddy Greene, Jill Phillips, Indelible
Grace, Ron Block, Margaret Becker, Wendell Kimbrough, Taylor Leonhart,
and many others.
While still writing, recording, and touring, the Noëls enjoy actively serving in
their church and arts communities.
The Noëls are passionate about the worship life of the Church. In the spring
of 2020, when the Covid pandemic began preventing non-households from
gathering, the Noël family became the de facto worship band for the majority of their church’s online services. This crystalized
something that had been forming over many years, The Noëls, a family band. Since this time, The Noëls have begun leading
worship for services, special events, and clinics around the country.
The event is free, though a love offering will be taken.
Who: The Noëls
What: A Night of Worship, Hymns & Odes
When: Wednesday, September 7th @ 7:00PM
 5:30 pm - Bring Potluck Items to the Kitchen
 6:00 pm - Food and Fellowship in Faith Café
 7:00 pm - Concert
Where: Faith Church Sanctuary

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Kid Connection - Orange Spotlight
This September our kids explore several Old Testament stories and learn that God loves us always
no matter our circumstances or how we feel. Our preschoolers will hear that God loves them
when they are sad, afraid, happy, or frustrated! Meanwhile, our elementary age group will
continue their year long overview of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation with lessons from
Genesis about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The focus of our September elementary materials will
be trust. We define trust as putting your confidence in someone you can depend on. We can trust
God even when we are worried or stuck waiting on things to work out.

Marion Handley
Dir. of Children’s Ministries
mhandley@faithum.net
570-368-2459

Kid Connection Serving Team Schedule For September-OCTOBER 2022
Team 1: Betsy &/or Dave Bjorkman, Jenn Larson
Team 2: Ryan/Alexa/Carlos Tira, Amy Tucker, Kim Rakestraw, Julia/Lydia Edler
Team 3: Danielle or Matt Harris, Carrie Knapp, Cherie Wurster, Jamie Burns & Lilly
Team 4: Susan Ravert, Lisa Good, Tiffany Feigles
Team 5: Rachel/Chris Knipe, Tessa Little, Sandrina Womer
Team 6: Brenda Clouser, Chelsea Howe, EvieLynn Perry, Kristi Michael
Team 7: Crystal Miller, Brigitte Wright, Chelsea Burkholder, Chris Meckbach
Team 8: Andrea Lucas, Julie Vogel, Pamela/Riley/Cameron Nelson
9/04 - Erin Heap

Faith Church Nursery Schedule
9/11 - Hillary Hofstrom
9/18 - Joni Perchinski

9/04
9/11
9/18
9/25

Team 6
Team 7
Team 8
Team 1

10/02
10/09
10/16
10/23
10/30

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
NO Kid Connection
Family Worship

9/25 - Erica Blake

Kid Connection

Bible Presentation Sunday for 3rd Graders

Friends, we rely on your participation in the serving rotation
to provide safe and fun environments for our kids! If your
child is attending Nursery or Kid Connection and you are not
currently a member of the serving rotation, please consider
signing up to serve. In addition, if your child is graduating
out of Kid Connection into FSM please consider whether you
might be willing to continue serving periodically either on
your own or with your middle schooler assisting. We LOVE
when our teens step into serving! Please contact Marion
with questions.

We are excited to present your third grader with a Bible! This
year the Bibles will be presented on Sunday, October 23
during the worship services. ALL children receiving Bibles must
attend a meeting with a parent or “sponsor” who will come
forward with them during the presentation. The meeting
dates are Sunday, September 25 and Sunday, October 2
immediately following the 9:45 worship service, in Large
Group Room 21. Parents of 3rd graders will receive additional
information, but please contact Marion Handley with any
questions or concerns.

Safe Sanctuaries Update

Upward Basketball

Faith Church strives to be a safe and welcoming place for all
who wish to participate in ministry on our campus. We
adhere to set policy standards for protection of our children
which are written out in our Safe Sanctuaries policy and
explained through ongoing volunteer trainings. In the fall of
2019 Safe Sanctuaries training moved online. This was to
provide for greater consistency of training and the ability to
better track background checks. If you are a current
volunteer in Children’s Ministry and need to renew
training or update background checks, you will receive a
notification over the next several weeks which will include
a link to training through MinistrySafe. Please contact
Marion with questions.

On behalf of Northway Community Church and Faith United
Methodist Church, we are excited to announce that we are
already preparing for the 2022/2023 Upward basketball
season. Any child between Kindergarten and 6th grade is
eligible to play. All games and practices will be held at Faith
UMC in Montoursville. Additional registration information for
players will be available soon.
Interested in being a coach or a ref? We will need 20-30 folks
to sign up to serve in order to run practices and allow safe and
efficient play for our 8 weeks of games this winter.
If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact Pastor Bryce at Northway Community Church
at Pastorbrycejgrieco@gmail.com or 724-972-5655.

FAITH STUDENT MINISTRIES
FSM 6:8 - Grades 6-8 - Sundays from 4:00-6:00 pm
FSM 9:12 - Grades 9-12 - Sundays from 5:30-7:30 pm
FSM Begins Sunday, September 18!
All students in grades 6-12 are invited.
This is what the schedule on Sundays will look like:
• 4:00-5:30 pm – FSM 6:8 will engage in games, lesson,
worship and small group conversations.
• 5:30-6:00 pm – Both FSM 6:8 and FSM 9:12 will gather
for a light meal together – probably pizza most weeks, as
this seems to be simple. At 6:00 pm, FSM 6:8 will be
over.
• 6:00-7:30 pm – FSM 9:12 will gather for their meeting of
games, lesson, worship and small group conversations –
depending on the size and makeup of the group.

Christian Calehuff
FSM Team Leader
fsm@faithum.net
Text - 570-916-1429

Looking for Cooks and Bakers
Do you enjoy cooking and baking? FSM is will being serving dinner to the middle school/high school
students every Sunday evening from 5:30-6:00 pm. We are looking for different people to help provide
those meals. Each week we offer a main dish, side dish, and dessert for about 20-40 teenagers and helpers.
If you are interested in being a part of this vital ministry or maybe your small group would like to sponsor an
evening meal, please contact Barbara Leland at 570-898-5979, blleland31@gmail.com or scan the QR code
to go to the Sign Up Genius. Any and all help is appreciated!

OTHER MINISTRIES
Trunk or Treat
Faith Church will be hosting Trunk or
Treat again this October. This is in the
“planning stage” and helpers are
needed. If you are interested in
helping out, contact Pastor Joseph or
Mandi (mandiwestphal@gmail.com).
Joseph Shimko
Director of
Congregational Care
jshimko@faithum.net
570-932-0371

Music Groups Starting Up
Soon!
• Praise Kids (Children’s Choir for

Grades K-5) - Wednesday,
September 21 4-5:00 pm in
Large Group Room 21 Children’s Wing
Lisa Konkle
• Kidz Bellz (Bells for Grades 3-5) Choral Coordinator/Organist
Start Date TBD - Wednesdays at
lkonkle@faithum.net
3:45 pm in Room 20
570-259-8957
• Voices of Faith (Adult Choir) Thursday, September 22 from
5:30-6:30 pm in the Music Room
• Bells of Faith (Adult Bell Choir)
Sunday, September 25 at 11:00
am in the Sanctuary
Questions? Contact Lisa Konkle at
lkonkle@faithum.net.

Harvest of Hope Backpack Program
Thanks so much to all of you for your donations to the Harvest of
Hope Backpack Program last month! As we come out of the
summer months, donations from supporting churches and
individuals run a little low, so thank you for hanging in there with
us as we get our inventory back up again for the year.
This month, we are particularly in need of: Soup, Conned pasta
Beth Jones
(Chef-Boy-R-Dee, Ravioli, etc.), Pop Tarts, Granola Bars, Mac
Director of Harvest of Hope and Cheese. Donations can be dropped off on Sunday mornings
harvestofhope@faithum.net
or during regular office hours. Thank you for your ongoing
570-578-2311
support of this vital ministry!

GROW
Baptism on September 11
Interested in baptism for yourself or your children? Please contact the church office at
office@faithum.net to set up a time to meet with Pastor Larry prior to the 11th.

Pizza with the Pastor on September 11
Join us for Pizza with the Pastor on Sunday, September 11 at 11:15 am in Large Group Room 21.
Whether you’re new to Faith Church or have been connecting with us for some time and desire to
know what we’re about, join Pastor Larry and others for Pizza with the Pastor. You’ll hear a little
about our story, and the ways God is working in and through our church. You’ll also have an
opportunity to learn how you might get involved and next steps to take. Most of all, we'll get to
know each other, and we can't think of a better way to do that than with pizza! Please register
your family's attendance by calling the church office at 570-368-2459 so we have plenty of pizza
and drink.

Deb Ottenmiller
Dir. of Group Life
and Assimilation
dottenmiller@faithum.net
570-368-2459
Text-570-244-7002

New Membership Class Begins September 18
This 5-week Membership Class experience will be each Sunday (September 18 and 25, October 2, 9 and 16) in Room 10
(Fairview Drive Wing) following the 9:45 worship service. Most classes will be 1 - 1 1/4 hour.
There are workbooks for each participant that we provide (a short and easy read), with a little homework to do between
meetings. Following the 5 weeks of classes, on Sunday, October 23, those who completed the classes will become official
members during the worship service they normally attend.
Commitment for Faith Church Membership:
1. That you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior
2. That you have been baptized by any recognized Christian body
3. That you have a willingness to commit to the church covenant to - CONNECT with God, GROW together, SERVE God’s
mission, GO to make a difference in the lives of others
4. That you attend all 5 of the New Member Classes
Register today on the Church Center app, or indicate as a Next Step when offered on the Connect Card in the bulletin.

Community Group Options with Contact Person
Weekly Groups:
Monday - Men’s Lunch Group. Meets at Wegmans from 12:001:00 pm beginning September 11. Larry Leland at 570-898-5978.
Monday - Women’s Group beginning September 12 in the Student
Ministries Room from 6:30-8:00 pm. Study is Where Do We Go
from Here. Deb Ottenmiller at 570-244-7002 (text).
Monday - Foundations Group for Women on campus in Room 10
at 6:30 pm from October 3-November 21. Brenda Schmick at 570971-3689.
Tuesday - Mixed Group. Meets on campus in Student Ministries
Room at 6:30 pm beginning Sept. 6. Larry Eckert at 412-9965070. Study will be When God Doesn’t Make Sense.
Wednesday - Men’s Group. Meets on campus in Student
Ministries Room at 6:00 am. Lou Palazzo at 570-419-9678 and
Ben Turi at 301-310-3942. Just a group of guys striving to become
more like Jesus!
Wednesday - Mixed Group. Meets on campus in Room 10 at 6:30
pm. Tara Crebs at 570-971-3018. Study is Where Do We Go from
Here by David Jeremiah. Books available on Amazon.
Monthly Groups:
Wednesday - Women’s Gathering Group 1x a month. Meets on
campus in Faith Café at 10:00 am beginning Sept. 21. Focus on
Fruits of the Spirit. Michelle Eckert at 724-309-5742 and Deb
Rowles at 570-337-1149.

Abide Group Coming in October
Abide is a six-week Large Group/Small Group gathering in
Faith Café beginning Wednesday, October 12 from 6-7:30
pm. Take a first or next step and join us for the churchwide study on campus. Whether you are new to Faith
Church, or an attender or member, whether you are
familiar with the Bible or not at all. We welcome everyone
to experience these 5 Practices to help us Engage with
God through Scripture. Let us learn and grow together!
Contact Deb O for more information, or stop by the Info
Hub if you are worshipping in person.

Host Your Own Group!
Just ask a few friends, choose something to study,
and gather. You could Host a Community Group
weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly! We have all the tools
and support you need. Connect with Deb today to
get started.

SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES

September 04 - When God Seems Inattentive
Mark 6:17-19
Just because God is silent, doesn’t mean
He’s absent.

September 11 - When God Seems Late
John 11:1-7
If God always met our expectations, He’d never
have the opportunity to exceed them.

September 18 - When God Seems Uncooperative
2 Corinthians 12:1-10
Prayer isn’t just about asking God for what you want.
It’s also trusting that God knows what is best.

Faith Church Staff

Larry L. Leland, Lead Pastor……………………………………………..……….………………….….lleland@faithum.net
Joseph Shimko, Director of Congregational Care……………….………………….……….jshimko@faithum.net
Jim Anthony, Facilities Assistant…………………………………..…………………….jim_anthonysr@comcast.net
Christian Calehuff, FSM Team Leader…………………………………..…………………….…..……fsm@faithum.net
Diane Dunlap, Office Administrator......................................................................office@faithum.net
Marion Handley, Director of Children’s Ministries ……...…...……………………....mhandley@faithum.net
Beth Jones, Director of Harvest of Hope……………………………………………..harvestofhope@faithum.net
Lisa Konkle, Choral Coordinator/Organist...........................................................lkonkle@faithum.net
Shelby Kurtz, Nursery Caregiver………………………………………………………………..shelbk2018@icloud.com
Deb Lindner, Voices of Faith Accompanist ………………………………….…..……………..dndlindner@epix.net
Kristen Lowe, Tech Director .................................................................................klowe@faithum.net
Maureen McBride, Finance Secretary…………………………………………………..……...finance@faithum.net
David Miller, Facilities Manager …………………………………...………………..................dmiller@faithum.net
Deb Ottenmiller, Director of Group Life & Assimilation.............................dottenmiller@faithum.net
Mason Neiman, Worship Director...................................................................mneiman@faithum.net
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Faith Church Council
Jim Carpenter - Chairperson
Lisa Vrabec - Recorder
Keith Atherholt
Hillary Hofstrom
Chip Lamade
Sheila Lomax
Susan Marshall
Mike Steinbacher
Paul Zimmerer

Faith United Methodist Church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm and Friday-8:00 am - Noon
(Closed Daily 12:30-1:00 pm for Lunch)
Phone #: 570-368-2459
Email: office@faithum.net
Web: www.faithum.net Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithmontoursville
Have a Prayer Request? Call or email the office or fill out an online Connect Card on our website.

If you would like to receive the newsletter (in color!) via email, please contact the church office.
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